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Text to Talk: Connecting Schools and Families


The focus of Text to Talk is vocabulary development: helping children to learn more words and more about their world! It is not about spelling or reading words. Instead it is about increasing the size of your students’ vocabularies and knowledge. 

By texting families about new words, you can help kids practice using the words from school at home. Parents also enjoy hearing about what the kids are learning about at school! Text to Talk can help improve communication between teachers and families. 

There are four simple steps to Text to Talk
1. Teachers text parents about words being learned that week
	2. Teachers and children talk about the words at school
	3. Parents and children talk about the words at home
	4. Children learn the words!

Instructions: 
Each week you will use Remind, the texting program, to text the families four words and their definitions that come from a book you are reading that week (or that you read the previous week) from the Creative Curriculum. 

Many teachers find it convenient to send all the texts at the same time each week. This can be scheduled in Remind. 

On the following pages are the books that are included as part of Creative Curriculum and the texts for each book. 





Study: Beginning of the Year

[bookmark: OLE_LINK19][bookmark: OLE_LINK20]A Pocket for Corduroy  
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Text 1: 
Our new words are laundry, pocket, inside, search. Click https://sites.temple.edu/texttotalk/pocket/ to watch the story and talk about the words with your child.

Text 2: 
Ask your child what each word means, and if they don't know, explain the meaning to them or show them an example. 

Text 3:
Please reply to this text and let me know you helped your child learn these words. Or, send a picture of your child using a word. 



[bookmark: OLE_LINK23][bookmark: OLE_LINK24]Anansi and his Children 

Text 1: 
Our new words are spider, stone, curious, construct. Click https://sites.temple.edu/texttotalk/anansi/ to watch the story and talk about the words with your child.

Text 2:
Ask your child what each word means, and if they don't know, explain the meaning to them. You are helping your child grow a large vocabulary!

Text 3:
Please reply to this text and let me know you helped your child learn these words. Or, send a picture of your child using the word. 



[image: ]Charlie Anderson 

Text 1:
Our new words are woods, disappear, rattle, worried.  Help your child learn the words. Click https://sites.temple.edu/texttotalk/charlie/ to watch the story. 

Text 2: 
As you’re going through the week, try to talk about each word three times. Thank you for your work helping your child learn new words!

Text 3:
Please reply to this text and let me know you helped your child learn these words. Or, send a picture of your child using the word. 




[image: ]Crazy Pizza Day 
Text 1:
Our words are chef, spatula, sprinkle, spread. Ask your child what each word means, and if they don't know, explain the meaning to them.  

Text 2:
Click https://sites.temple.edu/texttotalk/pizza/ for pictures and definitions. As you’re going through the week, try to talk about each word three times.

Text 3:
Please reply to this text and let me know you helped your child learn these words. Or, send a picture of your child using the word. 



[image: ]Hooray, a Piñata 

Text 1: 
Our new words are piñata, donkey, greet, gallop. Ask your child what each word means, and if they don't know, explain the meaning to them.

Text 2: 
Click https://sites.temple.edu/texttotalk/pinata/ to watch the story and get ideas for activities to do at home. 

Text 3:
Please reply to this text and let me know you helped your child learn these words. Or, send a picture of your child using the word. 



[image: ]Jalapeno Bagels 

Text 1:
Our new words are bakery, ingredients, flaky, connect.  Ask your child what each word means, and if they don't know, explain the meaning. 

Text 2:
Click https://sites.temple.edu/texttotalk/bagels/ to watch the story, get definitions, and get ideas for activities to do at home. 

Text 3:
Please reply to this text and let me know you helped your child learn these words. Or, send a picture of your child using the word. 



[image: ]Kevin and His Dad 
Text 1:
Our new words are tidy, cobweb, faucet, squeeze.  Ask your child what each word means, and if they don't know, explain the meaning.
Text 2:
Click https://sites.temple.edu/texttotalk/kevin/ to watch the story, get definitions, and get ideas for activities to do at home. 

Text 3:
Thank you for your work helping your child learn new words!

Text 4:
Please reply to this text and let me know you helped your child learn these words. Or, send a picture of your child using the word. 



Love is a Family 
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Text 1:
Our new words are lonely, forgotten, rescue, bunch.  Ask your child what each word means, and if they don't know, explain the meaning to them.

Text 2: 
Click https://sites.temple.edu/texttotalk/love/ to watch the story, read definitions, and get ideas for activities. 

Text 3:
Thank you for your work helping your child learn new words!


Papi, How Many Stars are in the Sky? 
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Text 1: 
Our new words are stars, sky, clear, lullaby. Ask your child what each word means, and if they don't know, explain the meaning to them.

Text 2:
Click https://sites.temple.edu/texttotalk/papi/ to watch the story, read definitions, and get ideas for activities to do. 

Text 3: 
Thank you for your work helping your child learn new words!

Text 4:
Please reply to this text and let me know you helped your child learn these words. Or, send a picture of your child using the word. 



[image: ]Peeny Butter Fudge 

Text 1: 
Our new words are patience, fudge, recipe, rhythm. Help your child learn the words. Click https://sites.temple.edu/texttotalk/peeny/ for definitions.  

Text 2:  
Ask your child what each word means, and if they don't know, explain the meaning to them or show them an example. 

Text 3:
As you’re going through the week, try to talk about each word three times.  Thank you for helping your child learn new words!

Text 4:
Please reply to this text and let me know you helped your child learn these words. Or, send a picture of your child using the word. 



[image: ]Quinito, Day and Night 

Text 1:
This week’s words are climb, slide, long, short. Ask your child what each word means, and if they don't know, explain the meaning.

Text 2: 
Click https://sites.temple.edu/texttotalk/day/ to read definitions and get ideas for activities to do with the words.  

Text 3:
As you’re going through the week, try to talk about each word three times. Thank you for your work helping your child learn new words!
  

The Adventures of Gary and Harry 
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Text 1:
Our new words are softly, adventure, explore, gasp. Ask your child what each word means, and if they don't know, explain the meaning.

Text 2:
Click https://sites.temple.edu/texttotalk/adventures/ to read definitions and get ideas for activities to do with the words. 

Text 3:
As you’re going through the week, try to talk about each word three times.
Thank you for your work helping your child learn new words!

Text 4:
Please reply to this text and let me know you helped your child learn these words. Or, send a picture of your child using the word. 



The Gingerbread Man 

Text 1:
Our new words are aroma, dash, clever, ruin. Ask your child what each word means, and if they don't know, explain the meaning to them.

Text 2:
Click https://sites.temple.edu/texttotalk/gingerbread/ to watch videos of the story with your child, read definitions, look at pictures, or do activities. 

Text 3: 
As you’re going through the week, try to talk about each word three times.
Thank you for your work helping your child learn new words!

Text 4:
Please reply to this text and let me know you helped your child learn these words. Or, send a picture of your child using the word. 



The Kissing Hand 
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Text 1:
Our new words are raccoon, palm, cheek, scamper. Ask your child what each word means, and if they don't know, explain the meaning.

Text 2:  
Click https://sites.temple.edu/texttotalk/kiss/ to hear the story being read, read definitions, and look at pictures. 

Text 3:
 Thank you for your work helping your child learn new words!


Too Many Tamales 
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Text 1:
Our new words are dusk, tamales, kneading, shock. Ask your child what each word means, and if they don't know, explain the meaning to them. 

Text 2:
Click https://sites.temple.edu/texttotalk/tamales/ to hear the story, look at pictures, and get ideas for activities. 

Text 3:
As you’re going through the week, try to talk about each word three times. Thank you for your work helping your child learn new words!

Text 4:
Please reply to this text and let me know you helped your child learn these words. Or, send a picture of your child using the word. 


[image: ]Wemberly Worried 
 
Text 1:
Our new words are worried, peeked, nibble, petal. Ask your child what each word means, and if they don't know, explain the meaning.

Text 2:
Click https://sites.temple.edu/texttotalk/wemberly/ to watch the story, read definitions, and get ideas for activities. 
Text 3:
As you’re going through the week, try to talk about each word three times. Thank you for your work helping your child learn new words!

Text 4:
Please reply to this text and let me know you helped your child learn these words. Or, send a picture of your child using the word. 
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