
Temple University
Department of Political Science

Political Science 3550: Research Preparation (Section 002)
Congress and the Presidency

Spring 2019 Semester

Instructor Class Schedule
Ryan J. Vander Wielen, Ph.D. TR 2:00-3:20 PM
Office: 457 Gladfelter Hall Gladfelter Hall 310
Office Phone: 215.204.7796
Email: rvwielen@temple.edu
WWW: http://unix.temple.edu/~rvwielen/
Office Hours: TR 12:30-2:00 PM and by appointment

Course Objective:

This course offers an overview of the U.S. Congress and the American presidency – both as indepen-
dent and interrelated branches. We will examine the constitutional powers, historical developments,
institutional structure, and nature of representation in both branches. In addition, we will explore
how Congress and the president cooperate and compete with one another in the American system.
In doing so, we will give particular attention to the effect that their interaction has on policy out-
comes. Students taking this course will be exposed to the fundamental tools used to study these
institutions, including basic game theory as well as quantitative and qualitative political method-
ology, although no prior knowledge in these areas is required.

Class Format and Student Conduct:

This course entails a combination of lecture and student participation. While the majority of classes
will follow a lecture style format, lectures will draw heavily upon instructor/student interaction.
As such, students are expected to be engaged in lectures, and not simply be present. Participation
grades will reflect this.

I expect all students to behave professionally in this class. I am generally intolerant of disruptive
classroom behavior. Class discussions are expected to be civil, rational, and respectful of others’
opinions. Students will be held responsible for all material in the texts and lectures, including
those classes missed. Moreover, I expect all students to come to class on time and to attend class
prepared to participate.
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Course Materials:

There are four required texts that we will draw from throughout the semester, all of which are
available at the Temple University Bookstore and on-line. Any readings not contained in the texts
will be posted on Canvas.

• Smith, Steven S., Jason M. Roberts, and Ryan J. Vander Wielen. 2015. The American
Congress, 9th ed. New York: Cambridge University Press. (hereafter “SRV”)

• Pika, Joseph A., John Anthony Maltese, and Andrew Rudalevige. 2018. The Politics of the
Presidency, Revised 9th ed. Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications. (hereafter “PMR”)

• Binder, Sarah A. 2003. Stalemate: Causes and Consequences of Legislative Gridlock. Wash-
ington, D.C.: Brookings Institution Press. (hereafter “Binder”)

• Baglione, Lisa A. 2016. Writing a Research Paper in Political Science, 3rd ed. Thousand
Oaks: Sage Publications. (hereafter “Baglione”)

Course Evaluation:

This course is designated a writing-intensive course. It is organized as a seminar and careful
preparation prior to each meeting is extremely important. All readings are to be completed before
class meetings and students are expected to prepare questions and comments for discussion. Course
grades will be based on the following assignments.

1. Attendance and Class Participation 10% All weeks
2. Data Gathering and Analysis 5% Jan 24, Feb 7, & Feb 21
3. Midterm Examination 20% Feb 28
4. Topic Proposal 5% March 12
5. Research Proposal and Annotated Bibliography 10% March 26
6. First Draft of Research Paper 10% April 10 (noon)
7. Presentation 5% April 11-25
8. Peer Critique of Student Research Papers 5% April 11-25 (on day of presentation)
9. Final Research Paper 30% May 3 (5 pm)

Explanation of Assignments

1. The class participation component of your grade will depend on the quality of your participa-
tion in class. Students are expected to participate in lectures through asking and answering
questions in class. Class participation is not simply a matter of how often you speak, but
also what, how, and when you contribute. Failure to participate on a regular basis will re-
sult in a failing grade in this part of the course. The instructor reserves the right to call on
students throughout the semester, and responses to such inquiries will factor into the class
participation grade.
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2. The purpose of the data gathering and analysis assignments is to introduce you to the basic
concepts of data collection and manipulation (and the difficulties therein). These assignments
will also help you to begin thinking seriously about a research topic, and to give you a sense
of what data are readily available. You may collaborate on these assignments, but your final
product must be individual. The assignments will be posted to Canvas.

3. There is a midterm examination for this class. In order to write an effective research paper, it
is imperative that students master the basic concepts and theoretical arguments in the study
of Congress and the presidency.

4. The topic proposal should include a descriptive title and a one paragraph statement (150-200
words) outlining the central question and your preliminary thesis.

5. The research proposal (2-pages long, plus a brief table of contents) is a critical element of your
final assignment. It should identify the key research question for your project, your thesis,
alternative explanations, and your proposed empirical approach to evaluating your thesis.
It should also display a familiarity with existing work on the topic. The proposal should
be followed by an annotated bibliography that briefly summarizes the 10-15 most relevant
academic sources you will use. I encourage students to meet with me after submitting this
assignment to determine whether any changes need to be made before proceeding to writing
the paper.

6. The first draft of the research paper is intended to closely resemble the final product. Specif-
ically, the paper should be properly organized and have a minimum of 3,000 words. In ad-
dition, it should include citations and references, and be thoroughly checked for spelling and
grammar. You will be graded on having the required elements of a research paper, although
the completed analysis and results need not be included in this version (although obviously
preferred).

7. In the final class sessions of the semester, each student will be expected to give a brief (approx-
imately 15-20 minute) presentation of his/her project. The structure of these presentations
will be discussed in class.

8. Students will also be required to offer a peer critique of the first draft of a classmate’s re-
search paper. Your reaction to your classmates research paper is due on the date of his/her
presentation. My goal is to have you review the work of another student in the class working
on a similar topic. Following your partner’s presentation, you will offer in-class comments
on his/her project and will submit a written critique responding to a rubric for assessment
(available on Canvas). There are several important goals in this assignment. First, you
and your partner may be able to share important resources and ideas about your topic.
Second, critiquing another individual’s work can often give you additional insights into ef-
fective/ineffective strategies for conveying information. Finally, learning how to critique the
work of others is a critical skill for the job market and/or graduate school. It is important
to note that a good critique does not simply imply negative feedback. Instead, it should
constructively identify any potential problems relating to logical continuity, undefined terms,
presentation of ideas, citation of sources, and methodology. Students should take advantage
of these critiques by revising their papers accordingly before submitting the final versions.
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9. The final research paper should be an original piece of research and be of direct relevance to
the topics discussed in this course. The main text of the final papers should be a minimum of
5,000 words. More information on the final paper will be made available in a handout. I will
accept the final research paper anytime between your class presentation and May 3, 2019 at
5 pm. All papers must be turned in through Canvas.

Final letter grades for the course will be assigned as follows:

92.5% ≤ A 80.0% − 82.49% = B- 67.5% − 69.99% = D+
90.0% − 92.49% = A- 77.5% − 79.99% = C+ 62.5% − 67.49% = D
87.5% − 89.99% = B+ 72.5% − 77.49% = C 60.0% − 62.49% = D-
82.5% − 87.49% = B 70.0% − 72.49% = C- 59.99% ≥ F

Course Policies:

Assignments are to be handed in at the beginning of class. If you are unable to attend class,
you remain responsible for handing in assignments before the time that class begins. Only under
extraordinary circumstances, in which students have made previous arrangements with me, will I
accept late work. If previous arrangements are not made, late submissions will be penalized by a
full letter grade for every 24 hours. Due dates are clearly make on the syllabus. Similarly, students
will not be granted additional time to prepare for exams, except where there is compelling reason
for doing so. A request for an extension must be arranged in advance, and must be accompanied
by a recommendation from a recognized authority (e.g., physician or an academic dean). Grades
of incompletes will only be granted for the most severe circumstances that prevent students from
completing the course as scheduled. A request for a grade of incomplete must be supported with
a recommendation from a recognized authority, as in the case of a request for an extension. In
addition, it will not be possible for students to submit extra assignments intended to offset missing
work or work on which students performed poorly (including exams).

Contacting the Instructor:

Students are encouraged to use office hours. If students are unable to attend office hours, but
would like to meet with me, please contact me via email to arrange an appointment. I am typically
quick to respond to such emails. Unfortunately, I cannot guarantee that I will be able to meet with
students that come to my office without first scheduling a time to see me.

Academic Integrity:

No form of academic dishonesty will be tolerated in this course. Discussion of course material with
fellow students is a valuable learning technique and is strongly encouraged. However, copying or
plagiarizing another person’s work or cheating on an assignment or an examination is unacceptable.
Anyone found guilty of cheating, plagiarism or of any other violation of academic integrity will
automatically receive a grade of 0.0 for the assignment or exam. Depending on the circumstances,
a course grade of 0.0 may be given with the matter referred to the University Dean for further
action.

4



Schedule of Topics and Readings:

The schedule of topics and readings is listed below. Readings are expected to be completed by the
day they are listed. I will post “Canvas Readings” to Canvas, and I reserve the right to alter the
readings in a timely fashion according to the progress of the class.

Date: Topic: Readings:

January 15 Introduction

January 17 Congress: Institutions and SRV Chs. 1-2
Historical Context

January 22 Congress: Elections SRV Ch. 3

January 24 Congress: Parties SRV Ch. 5
Due: Data Assignment #1

January 29 Congress: Committees SRV Ch. 6

January 31 Evolution of the Presidency PMR Ch. 1

February 5 President: Elections PMR Ch. 2

February 7 President: Public and the Media PMR Ch. 3
Due: Data Assignment #2

February 12 Presidential Character and Style PMR Ch. 4

February 14 President: Executive Politics PMR Ch. 6

February 19 Congress & the President SRV Ch. 9; PMR Ch. 5

February 21 War Powers PMR Ch. 10
Due: Data Assignment #3

February 26 Roundtable: Legislative Gridlock Binder (All)

February 28 Midterm Exam

March 5 No Class (Spring Recess)

March 7 No Class (Spring Recess)

March 12 Format of the Research Paper Baglione Chs. 1-2
Due: Topic Proposal

March 14 Literature Review Baglione Chs. 3-4

March 19 Constructing Hypotheses Baglione Chs. 5-6
A meeting must be arranged with
me during this week (March 18-22).

March 21 Formalizing Arguments Canvas Reading

March 26 Analytical Design Baglione Ch. 7
Due: Research Proposal and
Annotated Bibliography

March 28 Testing Hypotheses – Quantitative Methods Baglione Ch. 8

April 2 Testing Hypotheses – Qualitative Methods Baglione Ch. 9

April 4 Data Collection Workshop Canvas Reading

April 9 Open Session: Question and Answer

Wednesday, Due: First Draft of Research
April 10 Paper (noon)

April 11–25 Paper Presentations & Peer Critique
Due: Peer Critique of Papers (to be submitted
on day of presentation)

Friday, May 3 Due: Final Research Paper (5 pm)
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