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TAMANEND S TRACK

the path to a portrayal of the past

The theme of the 2014 PHS Philadelphia Flower Show, which occurred between
28 February and 9 May, 2014, was “Articulture” What follows is the text that
was presented to show visitors via signage within the exhibit, as well as the
design intent submitted to the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society (PHS).

Design Intent

Overall Design Concept

Our exhibit illustrates the process of restoring a destroyed, hurt, or weakened
environment to a functional, resilient, and picturesque state.

Horticultural Concept
Invasive exotic plants are presented within an urban context. Disappearing
native or hardy plants are included, along with those that clean soil and water.

Expected Impact on Visitors
Visitors should understand that restoring the health, beauty, and excitement of a
landscape is important, inexpensive, and can occur at home.

View 1. Looking toward the
exhibit entrance and into the
Tangle.

Awards

Special Achievement Award of
the Garden Club Federation of

Pennsylvania

Awarded, if merited, to an exhibit of
unusual excellence (under 1,000 square
feet) in the category of conservation.

Chicago Horticultural Society
Flower Show Medal

Awarded to an educational exhibit
showing outstanding horticultural skill
and knowledge in a nationally recognized
flower show.

PHS Special Achievement
Award: Best achievement in
conveying a message through
landscape
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Above. The exhibit logo, which
illustrates the track from Tangle, on
the left, through the Retreat before
ending in the Mend.

Exhibit PHS Sign Text & Publicity Statement

Rogue roots split and cover a cracked concrete walk lying beneath vines
that drip, droop and drape over kinked cables that connect faraway and
nearby and lamps that pour light on walls pierced by pipes.

Retreat! There, into the stone belly; held within the arms of trees;
before the fire; beneath the stars. Look beyond the tangle and artificial
depictions of nature.

Retrace the trail that leads to the land of our forebears. Sear the soil
to stimulate new shoots of native leaves. Mend the Earth to clear the
running waters. Help life begin, again.

Introduction to Show Visitors

Artistic Inspiration

Round two centuries ago, Thomas Cole slipped up the Hudson on a
steamboat, sketching the banks and beyond. New York’s bustle was
burgeoning behind, his native England countryside was quite tame, and
European painting — so passé. But along the Hudson he saw massive
mountains, dense forests, and clear water, all seemingly unspoiled by
man and machine. What a quickening he had! The land, he thought, was
truly American. What’s more? It could lead to righteousness.

Our exhibit illustrates a modern day version of this inspirational tale with
three places:
* Tangle — an unpleasant environment that causes one to turn inward
for reflection
* Retreat — a natural refuge where one thinks about and sees the
environment differently
* Mend — the process and product, which communicates an artist’s
vision

Ecological Restoration
It’s time to make amends with the land, and ourselves. The plants,
animals, and tiny creatures out of eyeshot — our ecosystem — that once
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inspired Cole are weak, hurt, or destroyed. To restore the land in and
around Philadelphia, we’ve got to go way back, beyond Billy Penn
to Tamanend, a trusted Lenni-Lenape spokesperson.

Our exhibit shows a few ways that we recover our land for future
generations of artists:
» Identify and remove invasive exotic plants
* Reduce light pollution
» Make a home refuge for native plants that are disappearing
* Use plants to slow and clean water
* Repurpose materials to retain soil

Faculty and Staff: Rob Kuper, Associate Professor of Landscape
Architecture; Michael LoFurno, Adjunct Assistant Professor of
Landscape Architecture; Anne Brennan, Horticulture Supervisor;
Kathryn Reber, Staff Horticulturist; Merrill Miller, Staff
Horticulturist. Students: Nathaniel Birkel, Zoe Boothe-Jarrett,
Daniel Bramhall, David Carl, Sara Cunningham, Maya Czulewicz,
Jason Domingues, Michael Eddy, Andrew Francia, Jerome Hinds,
Wayne Hoffman, Thomas Imschweiler, Julia Kotarsky, Ethan Olson,
Dhan Parker, Stephanie Redeagle, Ernest Ruzicka, Christopher
Sohnly, Denise Snook, Michael Swercewski, Drew Talarick.
Alumni: Dennis Murphy, Class of 2012.
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View 1. Looking into the Mend. The
precipices of the Retreat are beyond.
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remove invasive exotic plants; reduce light pollution

Oh, our love of machines! During the nineteenth century, the black
breath of factories billowed upward; from their pores waste entered
rivers and streams. Industry! Ancient forests in the hinterlands fell
and were milled. Soils long shaded by trees and meadow were tilled.
Development?!

Oh, the mess! Today, pulsing, surging networks surround us. Exotic
plants are everywhere. Filth fills streams and rivers. Forests are weak,
sparse, and missing members. Soils are infertile and eroding. The night
is always illuminated and the stars have gone.

The Tangle depicts some of the qualities we experience, and may want to
escape from, every day.
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starts 1" in from .
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@ ELEVATION CONTEXT MAP - ISOLATION OF STEEL PIPES AND LOCATIONS
Scale: 1"=1-0"

View 1. A broken concrete exhibit edge
contained invasive exotic plants and disguised
the spread footings for a chain-link fence.

View 2. The Tangle interpretive sign and
tangle of pipes and wires leading up and over
the exhibit path.

View 4. Looking up toward the utility light
and salvaged utility pole.
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TANGLE

Oh, our love of machines!

During the nincteenth century, the black breath of factories billowed Takeaway
upward; from their pores waste entered rivers and streams. Industry! card location
Ancient forests in the hinterlands fell and were milled. Soils long shaded

by trees and meadow were tilled. Development?!

O, the mess! Today, pulsing, surging networks surround us.

Exotic plants are everywhere. Filth fills streams and rivers.

Forests are weak, sparse, and missing members. Soils are infertile
and eroding. The night is always illuminated and the stars have gone.

The Tangle depicts some of the qualities we experience, and may want to
escape from, every day.

remove invasive exotic plants; reduce light pollution

Temple University % Department of Landscape Architecture & Horticulture

TAMANEND'S TRACK %2014 PHS Philadelphia Flower Show

Tangle interpretive sign
= (16"widex 16" high)
2\ 2 Visitors read of landscape degradation and damage that occurred in urban
" and rural areas and the consequences that prevail today.
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disentangling plants

TANGLE

aught in a mess at home? Here are two ways to

comparing invasive cxotics and natives
1nvasives natives
disentangle your life. - L
= ; First, remove invasive
exotic plants. Some
produce more seeds and

offspring than natives;
others smother and

outcompete natives .
Wincberry Blackberry [and stpb:rry)

for nutrients. Pullin
g Mickr.com/photos/scadwel l8T284 509395 flickr.com/photos/per_verdonk/80647912

invasives will straighten
up your yard quickly, but
disturb the soil and invite
more to enter. Spraying a
glyphosate herbicide like
Roundup® or Rodeo®
kills the plants in place

and keeps the soil covered.

Attack English Ivy! Don’t kcc};

putting it off.
flickr.com/photos/schluchsee/476512731/

]apam:s: Honeysuckle Trumpet Honeysuckle

Mickr.com/photos/60548 141 @ NOOA 3096 TRO6S flickr.com/photos/dendroica/ 8905032701

Yellow. capsules

Oriental Bittersweet American Bittersweet
Nickr.com/photos/gibbyl1i/6889787192 flickr.com/photos/5242171 7@N00/301 7090192,

Imagine a view like this from your backyard.

flickr.com/photos/61541424@N07/8061038691/
Second, keep the lights down. Many kinds of landscape

lighting pollute our views of the stars, place undue stress

White, bluel &
pugple fruit

Ve o

upon plants, and confuse insects and animals.
Use low voltage lighting to make paths safe and visible.
Point fixtures downward instead of up, and use timers or

motion detectors to limit operation. Finally, designate
dark areas of your yard where no lights are directed. Porcelain Berry Grape
ThC creatures Of th night Wl“ thank you. flickr.com/photos/5242 171 TR NONS03 1236271 flicke.com/photos/phillipmerrin/ 82040216

TAMANEND'S TRACK

Temple University

2014 PHS Philadelphia Flower Show

Department of Landscape Architecture & Horticulture

front back

Tangle takeaway card

(4 wide x 97 high)

The card front told visitors how to remove invasive exotic plants at home, and how to reduce light
pollution. On the back, photographs and notes distinguish native and exotic plants that look similar.
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RETREAT

create a2 home refuge for yourself and plants

Escape. Slip away. Withdraw. Pull back. Artists of all types have
sought refuge in Nature. There, distractions are absent, reflection upon
individual and shared experiences can occur, and new outlooks emerge.

Plants retreat, too. As concrete, brick, plow, and saw encroach, trees and
grasses seek refuge in field corners, mountain balds, and railroad rights-
of-way. Someday, seeds will sprout among the ghostly roots of ancestors.

The mountain, cavern, fire pit, and stellar cloud in this Retreat depict a
place where we can reflect upon our relationship with Nature. Here, we
can also recollect the plants that have withdrawn from the places we live
and work every day.

Tamanend’s Track | 2014 PHS Philadelphia Flower Show Exhibit




LAYOUT RAMPS AS PER RAMP LAYOUT
SHEET L-2.0 THEN LAYQUT LAYER 1
AND ATTACH TO RAMPS BEFORE
LAYING OUT LAYER 2

View 1. A show visitor looking up toward the stellar
cloud, which depicts an abstraction of the night sky
unpolluted by artificial light.

View 2. Looking backward on the exhibit exit and
toward the retreat.

View 3. The retreat precipices recall geologic
/ EXHIBIT PERMITER formations by dipping at a slope of 8.33 percent.

View 4. Looking into Retreat and toward the fire pit.
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scape. Slip away. Withdraw. Pull back. Artists of all types have
sought refuge in Nature. There, distractions are absent, reflection upon Takeaway

individual and shared experiences can occur, and new outlooks emerge. card location

Plants retreat, too. As concrete, brick, plow, and saw encroach,

trees and grasses seek refuge in field corners, mountain balds, and
railroad rights-of-way. Someday, seeds will sprout among the ghostly
roots of ancestors.

The mountain, cavern, fire pit, and stellar cloud in this Retreat

depict a place where we can reflect upon our relationship with Nature.
Here, we can also recollect the plants that have withdrawn from the
places we live and work every day.

Retreat interpretive sign

(16 "wide x 16" high)

Reasons why plants and people retreat are presented, along with the places
where psychological or ecological restoration occurs.
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retreating plants

RETREAT

natives that are disappearing duc to blight or human actions

By digging a few holes, a retreat can be just a few steps Cornus florida Flowering Dogwoad
from your front or back door! Fagus grandifolia American Beech
A fire pit is a cheap, fun way to break down fallen Fraxinus spp. Ash
branches and spend more time outside. To make one, dig Gaylussacia spp. Huckleberry
a shallow depression and r'mg “.WI.th stone. Magnolia virginiana Sweetbay Magnolia
Remove flammable materials within about three feet. ' )
Find some wood, a match or flint, and a seat. Malus coronaria Apple
Don't forget the marshmallows and stories! At dawn, Ostrya virginiana Hop Hornbeam
compost the charcoal to return nutrients to the soil. Quercus spp. Oak
Staphylea trifolia Bladdernut
Trillium spp. Trillium
Tsuga canadensis Eastern Hemlock
Ulmus americana American Elm

Uvularia grandiflora Merrybells
Vaccinium spp. Blueberry

Zanthoxylum americanum Prickly Ash

flickr.com/photosbloomfieldevents 9609563518
Fill some holes with plants that are retreating from
forests and other natural areas. Fungi, insects, logging,
development and other disturbances have killed some
forest plant species, here and elsewhere. Wildlife that
depends on them disappears, too. Natural re-seeding can't
bring the plants and wildlife back, but installing the

plams in side and back yards can.

ch:tbay Magno]la Bladdernut

flickre phillig LAGI% ] 3 flickr.com/photos 83834460 NOS/63064 1 TI08

Makmg a h:bna.t.ls SJmplc fnod water, cover, and p]accs to raise young. Hop Horlbcam Pncky Ash

flickre shunda 2801 789, flickr.com/photos 3RO I646E NOG/ ST 1048 fickr. S/BSEI44GENOS/F VIV 4882

TAMANEND'S TRACK Templc Unlvcrsﬂy

2014 PHS Philadelphia Flower Show
front back

Department of Landscape Architecture & Horticulture

Retreat takeaway card

(4 wide x 97 high)

Visitors are told how to make a fire pit on the front, as well as why planting retreating plants at home is
important. A list of retreating plants can be found on the back. Some photographs are shown, too.
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View 1. Looking toward the Mend,
which depicted three stages of
ecological restoration.

View 2. Above the 55-gallon barrel
and looking over the three stages of
the Mend.

Views 3 and 4. The metal weir

and wooden pipe symbolize the
change in water quality, volume, and
velocity that occurs during ecological
restoration.

control erosion: enrich soil

Mighty trunks thrusting upward evoked power. Splintered limbs told
of accidents borne by storms. Stripped bark showed decay, and leaves
of every shape screened distant wilderness. We have always yearned for
these natural places; artists have long portrayed them.

But are they real? Whether in the Hudson River Valley or the
Brandywine, artists made scenes picturesque by minimizing signs of
human existence and putting plants and other effects together in one
place — constructing visions. We imagine a future landscape using the
same idea.

Our exhibit shows the process of ecological restoration. Invasive exotic
trees can be lashed together to prevent erosion. Controlled burns can
ward off invasive plants and encourage a return of natives. Plants can
filter pollutants and slow rain water.
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v 1ighty trunks thrusting upward once evoked power. Splintered limbs
told of accidents borne by storms. Stripped bark showed decay, and leaves
of every shape screened distant wilderness. We have always yearned for Takeaway
these natural places; artists have long portrayed them. sl oo

But are they real? Whether in the Hudson River Valley or the Brandywine,
artists made scenes picturesque by minimizing signs of human existence

and putting plants and other features together in one place—constructing
visions. We imagine a future landscape using the same idea.

Our exhibit shows the process of ecological restoration. Invasive exotic
trees can be lashed together to prevent erosion. Controlled burns can
ward off invasive plants and encourage a return of natives. Plants can filter
pollutants and slow rain water.

Mend interpretive sign

(16 wide x 16” high)

Visitors are encouraged to reflect critically on picturesque landscape
depictions and embrace ecological restoration as a solution to
contemporary environmental problems.
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MEND

Stop Ietting soil slip away! Erosion happens naturally.
Without it there'd be no Grand Canyon or Great Plains.
But if soil erodes faster than it is made, plants can't take
root and drains and waterways clog.

Step steep slopes with bundles of sticks called fascines.
Chop down straight tree trunks and branches that are
about as big as a baseball bat. Wrap them with wire or
rope, stake them into the ground, and plant behind them.
Cuttings of desirable colonizing plants can be used
instead of felled trees. Eventually they'll sprout, root,
and block soil from sliding downslope.

Plant those bundles on slopes instead of the curbside.
fMlickr.com/photoshedrok 3 19954844

Throttle back on the leaf blower come fall.

Leaves stick together as they decompose. About 4 inches
of the spongy leaf mulch repels rainwater, maintains soil
temperatures, and is food for soil-borne organisms.
Leave them be, if and where you can, and et the Earth
keep its skin.

12"“3 :ph:mcra[s emerge from bencath a blanket of leaves. .

i/ photos/piper/ 3667189191

TAMANEND'S TRACK

mending

plants

native plants that pioneer or clean disturbed areas

Achillea millefolium
Acorus calamus
Caltha palustris
Clethra alnifolia
Comptonia peregrina
Liquidambar styraciflua
Pontederia cordata
Salix discolor

Salix sericea
Sambucus canadensis
Sarracenia flava
Sarracenia purpurea

Saururus cernuus

Vaccinium corymbosum

Sweet Pcppcrbush o

flickr.com/photostreegno

Pussy Wlllow

Mickr.com/photos'vickisnature/5558521 792

Common Yarrow
Sweet Flag

Marsh Marigold
Sweet Pepperbush
Sweet Fern

Sweet Gum
Pickerelweed
Pussy Willow

Silky Willow
American Elderberry
Yellow Pitcherplant

Common Pitcherplant
Lizard’s Tail
Highbush Blueberry

Sweet Fern

flickr.com/photosnestmaker’ 4850164175

Amcncau Eldcrbcrry

flickr.com/photos/dendroicn ™ (1825

Tcmplc Un1vcrs1ty

2014 PHS Philadelphia Flower Show

front

Mend takeaway card
(4" wide x 9" high)

Department of Landscape Architecture & Horticulture

back

The front describes and illustrates two ways to prevent erosion and the benefits of doing so. Plants that
clean soil and water are listed on the back, along with a few photographs.
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RECYCLED MATERIALS

Wherever possible, we reused and recycled materials to construct this exhibit.

Exit Path & Wall

log rounds

Gabions

crushed concrete

Retaining Walls

felled trees & branches

Level Landing

ficldstone

Cistern

steel drum

Exhibit Edge

coconut coir logs

Fire Pit

copper & tumbled glass

Light
;

utility pole

Precipices
P]PET(T:'C

Walls

brick & concrete block

Mountain/Storage
lumber & plywood

' Plants

i Following the show, most of the plants in this exhibit will be transplanted to one of

. our campus gardens. Annuals provide color, texture, and form before being composted.
Trees. grasses, and shrubs enhance our existing collections, or inspire new ones.

Papercrete

Have stacks of newspaper ]}'ing about? F'u|p it into a lighter alternative to concrete.
Pap:n:rctr_ is 2 mixture of newspapers, lime, and Portland cement and is similar to adobe or
stucco. It can be formed into blocks for building walls, or Sprcnd over a wall like p]asrcr.

Rccyclcd materials sign
(]6”widex 32 » hlgh) o y P Crushed Concrete

Concrete is everywhere. With a sledge hammer, pick. and broom you can turn it into

All recycled materials used to - Pl inexpensive alternatives to stone. Small chunks can b d to fill gabions, or wire cages
[ - that retain soil. Stack larger, flat picces to form retaining walls. Sweep up whatever is left
construct the exhibit were located B STGPIR e itasgrvel, D O CHREANRE AL
and described, along with how
.. - Tumbled Glass
ShOW Vvisitors may use some Of \ % et Brighten up your home with tumbled. recycled glass! chlzc: bark or straw mulch in

planting beds for the last time. Give gas fireplaces and pits a final sweep for cinders.
Add some sparkle to concrete pads or pavers. Glass will keep its color and never
% decompose, wherever it's placed.

them at home.

Log Rounds

Have enough firewood? Stack thick logs on their sides to divide or screen areas of

your garden. Dig down and stand logs upright to make a retaining wall: set them on the
ground so that you, family, and friends can have a seat. Slivers are useful, too: pave a path
with thin log slices.

Coir Logs

Coir (k-WAH-r) is made of coconut husk fibers. Logs are formed by compressing and

wrapping the fibers with knotted coir netting into long tubes. They break down slowly.
withstand beating waves and gushing water, and hold soil in place so that plants can take
root anng waterways.

Temple University % Department of Landscape Architecture & Horticulture
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View 1. Pulping newspaper and
mixing with Portland cement and
lime. The papercrete was then applied
to Retreat precipices.

View 2. Strapping downed tree limbs
to make 1’-0” diameter fascines,
which acted as exhibit edges in the
Mend.
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