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TAMANEND'S TRACK
the path to a portrayal of the past
The theme of the 2014 PHS Philadelphia Flower Show, which occurred between 
28 February and 9 May, 2014, was “Articulture” What follows is the text that 
was presented to show visitors via signage within the exhibit, as well as the 
design intent submitted to the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society (PHS). 

Design Intent
Overall Design Concept
Our exhibit illustrates the process of restoring a destroyed, hurt, or weakened 
environment to a functional, resilient, and picturesque state.

Horticultural Concept
Invasive exotic plants are presented within an urban context. Disappearing 
native or hardy plants are included, along with those that clean soil and water.

Expected Impact on Visitors
Visitors should understand that restoring the health, beauty, and excitement of a 
landscape is important, inexpensive, and can occur at home.
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View 1. Looking toward the 
exhibit entrance and into the 
Tangle.

Awards
Special Achievement Award of 
the Garden Club Federation of 
Pennsylvania
Awarded, if merited, to an exhibit of 
unusual excellence (under 1,000 square 
feet) in the category of conservation.

Chicago Horticultural Society 
Flower Show Medal
Awarded to an educational exhibit 
showing outstanding horticultural skill 
and knowledge in a nationally recognized 
flower show.

PHS Special Achievement 
Award: Best achievement in 
conveying a message through 
landscape
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Exhibit PHS Sign Text & Publicity Statement
Rogue roots split and cover a cracked concrete walk lying beneath vines 
that drip, droop and drape over kinked cables that connect faraway and 
nearby and lamps that pour light on walls pierced by pipes. 

Retreat! There, into the stone belly; held within the arms of trees; 
before the fire; beneath the stars. Look beyond the tangle and artificial 
depictions of nature. 

Retrace the trail that leads to the land of our forebears. Sear the soil 
to stimulate new shoots of native leaves. Mend the Earth to clear the 
running waters. Help life begin, again.  

Introduction to Show Visitors
Artistic Inspiration
Round two centuries ago, Thomas Cole slipped up the Hudson on a 
steamboat, sketching the banks and beyond. New York’s bustle was 
burgeoning behind, his native England countryside was quite tame, and 
European painting — so passé. But along the Hudson he saw massive 
mountains, dense forests, and clear water, all seemingly unspoiled by 
man and machine. What a quickening he had! The land, he thought, was 
truly American. What’s more? It could lead to righteousness. 

Our exhibit illustrates a modern day version of this inspirational tale with 
three places: 

• Tangle — an unpleasant environment that causes one to turn inward 
for reflection
• Retreat — a natural refuge where one thinks about and sees the 
environment differently
• Mend — the process and product, which communicates an artist’s 
vision

Ecological Restoration
It’s time to make amends with the land, and ourselves. The plants, 
animals, and tiny creatures out of eyeshot — our ecosystem — that once 

T A M A N E N D'S  T R A C K
t h e  p a t h  t o  a  p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e  p a s t

2 0 1 4  P H S  P H I L A D E L P H I A  F L O W E R  S H O W  
Temple University   Department of Landscape Architecture & Horticulture*Above. The exhibit logo, which 

illustrates the track from Tangle, on 
the left, through the Retreat before 
ending in the Mend. 
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inspired Cole are weak, hurt, or destroyed. To restore the land in and 
around Philadelphia, we’ve got to go way back, beyond Billy Penn 
to Tamanend, a trusted Lenni-Lenape spokesperson. 

Our exhibit shows a few ways that we recover our land for future 
generations of artists:

• Identify and remove invasive exotic plants
• Reduce light pollution
• Make a home refuge for native plants that are disappearing 
• Use plants to slow and clean water
• Repurpose materials to retain soil

Faculty and Staff: Rob Kuper, Associate Professor of Landscape 
Architecture; Michael LoFurno, Adjunct Assistant Professor of 
Landscape Architecture; Anne Brennan, Horticulture Supervisor; 
Kathryn Reber, Staff Horticulturist; Merrill Miller, Staff 
Horticulturist. Students: Nathaniel Birkel, Zoe Boothe-Jarrett, 
Daniel Bramhall, David Carl, Sara Cunningham, Maya Czulewicz, 
Jason Domingues, Michael Eddy, Andrew Francia, Jerome Hinds, 
Wayne Hoffman, Thomas Imschweiler, Julia Kotarsky, Ethan Olson, 
Dhan Parker, Stephanie Redeagle, Ernest Ruzicka, Christopher 
Sohnly, Denise Snook, Michael Swercewski, Drew Talarick. 
Alumni: Dennis Murphy, Class of 2012.

View 1. Looking into the Mend. The 
precipices of the Retreat are beyond. 
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T A N G L E
remove invasive exotic plants; reduce light pollution

Oh, our love of machines! During the nineteenth century, the black 
breath of factories billowed upward; from their pores waste entered 
rivers and streams. Industry! Ancient forests in the hinterlands fell 
and were milled. Soils long shaded by trees and meadow were tilled. 
Development?! 

Oh, the mess! Today, pulsing, surging networks surround us. Exotic 
plants are everywhere. Filth fills streams and rivers. Forests are weak, 
sparse, and missing members. Soils are infertile and eroding. The night 
is always illuminated and the stars have gone.

The Tangle depicts some of the qualities we experience, and may want to 
escape from, every day.  
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View 1. A broken concrete exhibit edge 
contained invasive exotic plants and disguised 
the spread footings for a chain-link fence.  

View 2. The Tangle interpretive sign and 
tangle of pipes and wires leading up and over 
the exhibit path.

View 4. Looking up toward the utility light 
and salvaged utility pole.
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Temple University    Department  of  Landscape Architecture  & Horticulture
T A M A N E N D ' S  T R A C K    2 0 1 4  P H S  P h i l a d e l p h i a  F l o w e r  S h o w

T A N G L E

remove invasive exotic plants; reduce light pollution  

       h, our love of machines! 
During the nineteenth century, the black breath of factories billowed 
upward; from their pores waste entered rivers and streams. Industry! 
Ancient forests in the hinterlands fell and were milled. Soils long shaded 
by trees and meadow were tilled. Development?! 

Oh, the mess! Today, pulsing, surging networks surround us. 
Exotic plants are everywhere. Filth fills streams and rivers.                        
Forests are weak, sparse, and missing members. Soils are infertile         
and eroding. The night is always illuminated and the stars have gone.

The Tangle depicts some of the qualities we experience, and may want to 
escape from, every day.  
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Takeaway 
card location

Tangle interpretive sign 
(16”wide x 16” high)
Visitors read of landscape degradation and damage that occurred in urban 
and rural areas and the consequences that prevail today. 
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Tangle takeaway card
(4”wide x 9” high)
The card front told visitors how to remove invasive exotic plants at home, and how to reduce light 
pollution. On the back, photographs and notes distinguish native and exotic plants that look similar.

front back

T A N G L E

TAMANEND'S TRACK 
2 0 1 4  P H S  P h i l a d e l p h i a  F l o w e r  S h o w

C      aught in a mess at home? Here are two ways to 
disentangle your life.

First, remove invasive 
exotic plants. Some 
produce more seeds and 
offspring than natives; 
others smother and 
outcompete natives 
for nutrients. Pulling 
invasives will straighten 
up your yard quickly, but 
disturb the soil and invite 
more to enter. Spraying a 
glyphosate herbicide like 
Roundup®  or Rodeo® 
kills the plants in place 
and keeps the soil covered.

Second, keep the lights down. Many kinds of landscape 
lighting pollute our views of the stars, place undue stress 
upon plants, and confuse insects and animals. 
Use low voltage lighting to make paths safe and visible. 
Point fixtures downward instead of up, and use timers or 
motion detectors to limit operation. Finally, designate 
dark areas of your yard where no lights are directed. 
The creatures of the night will thank you.

Attack English Ivy! Don't keep 
putting it off.  
flickr.com/photos/schluchsee/476512731/

Imagine a view like this from your backyard.
flickr.com/photos/61541424@N07/8061038691/
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R E T R E A T
create a home refuge for yourself and plants

Escape. Slip away. Withdraw. Pull back. Artists of all types have 
sought refuge in Nature. There, distractions are absent, reflection upon 
individual and shared experiences can occur, and new outlooks emerge. 

Plants retreat, too. As concrete, brick, plow, and saw encroach, trees and 
grasses seek refuge in field corners, mountain balds, and railroad rights-
of-way. Someday, seeds will sprout among the ghostly roots of ancestors.

The mountain, cavern, fire pit, and stellar cloud in this Retreat depict a 
place where we can reflect upon our relationship with Nature. Here, we 
can also recollect the plants that have withdrawn from the places we live 
and work every day.   
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View 1. A show visitor looking up toward the stellar 
cloud, which depicts an abstraction of the night sky 
unpolluted by artificial light.

View 2. Looking backward on the exhibit exit and 
toward the retreat.

View 3. The retreat precipices recall geologic 
formations by dipping at a slope of 8.33 percent.

View 4. Looking into Retreat and toward the fire pit.
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Takeaway 
card location

Retreat interpretive sign 
(16”wide x 16” high)
Reasons why plants and people retreat are presented, along with the places 
where psychological or ecological restoration occurs.
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Retreat takeaway card
(4”wide x 9” high)
Visitors are told how to make a fire pit on the front, as well as why planting retreating plants at home is 
important. A list of retreating plants can be found on the back. Some photographs are shown, too.

front back
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M E N D
control erosion; enrich soil

Mighty trunks thrusting upward evoked power. Splintered limbs told 
of accidents borne by storms. Stripped bark showed decay, and leaves 
of every shape screened distant wilderness. We have always yearned for 
these natural places; artists have long portrayed them. 

But are they real? Whether in the Hudson River Valley or the 
Brandywine, artists made scenes picturesque by minimizing signs of 
human existence and putting plants and other effects together in one 
place — constructing visions. We imagine a future landscape using the 
same idea.

Our exhibit shows the process of ecological restoration. Invasive exotic 
trees can be lashed together to prevent erosion. Controlled burns can 
ward off invasive plants and encourage a return of natives. Plants can 
filter pollutants and slow rain water. 
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View 1. Looking toward the Mend, 
which depicted three stages of 
ecological restoration. 

View 2. Above the 55-gallon barrel 
and looking over the three stages of 
the Mend.

Views 3 and 4. The metal weir 
and wooden pipe symbolize the 
change in water quality, volume, and 
velocity that occurs during ecological 
restoration.
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Takeaway 
card location

Mend interpretive sign 
(16”wide x 16” high)
Visitors are encouraged to reflect critically on picturesque landscape 
depictions and embrace ecological restoration as a solution to 
contemporary environmental problems.
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Mend takeaway card
(4”wide x 9” high)
The front describes and illustrates two ways to prevent erosion and the benefits of doing so. Plants that 
clean soil and water are listed on the back, along with a few photographs.

front back
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Recycled materials sign 
(16”wide x 32” high)
All recycled materials used to 
construct the exhibit were located 
and described, along with how
show visitors may use some of 
them at home.
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View 1. Pulping newspaper and 
mixing with Portland cement and 
lime. The papercrete was then applied 
to Retreat precipices.

View 2. Strapping downed tree limbs 
to make 1’-0” diameter fascines, 
which acted as exhibit edges in the 
Mend.


