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The theme of the 2013 PHS Philadelphia Flower Show, which occurred 
between 1 and 10 May, 2013, was “Brilliant!” What follows is the text 
that was presented to show visitors via signage within the exhibit, as well 
as the design intent submitted to the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 
(PHS). 

Design Intent
Overall Design Concept
Our exhibit shows how to invigorate classic elements of English gardens 
with wildness, resourcefulness, and contemporary refinement.

Horticultural Concept
Native or hardy plants that pioneer disturbed areas, look wild, and need 
little maintenance are included. Cultivars are selected for ornamental, 
culinary, or ecological uses.
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W I L D E !
cultivating wonder in everyday places

Awards
Alfred M. Campbell 
Memorial Trophy
Educational major exhibit 
that demonstrates the most 
successful use of a variety of 
plants in a unique fashion

PHS Gold Medal Award
Awarded for the best use of 
PHS Gold Medal plants in a 
major exhibit

Special Achievement Award 
Creating a wild, natural 
landscape
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Expected Impact on Visitors
Visitors should understand that inviting and benefitting from wildness at 
home can be simple, attractive, and affordable.

Exhibit Description
Pods, silk, and fruit of every ilk fly, fall, and get carried about. Some 
lie waiting to spring to life. Some sprout from niches and cracks as 
pioneers in paved wastelands. In a wetland, others emerge from years 
of suppression, reliving vigorous memories. Draw close: this place is 
wild but not abandoned. Rust covers steel towers, but so, too, do mirrors 
that reflect a new view of wildness. In it, cultivars join pioneers in 
displacing concrete. A downed tree disturbs the order in a restored bog, 
yet unexpectedly introduces another order. Beyond, vines consume a 
screen, and an orchard of columnar trees welcomes winged creatures. 
Wildness— spontaneous, persistent, and marvelous—is everywhere. 
Nurture it!

Introduction to Show Visitors
Spirits, beasts, and outcasts lurked in old English forests. Unable 
to understand or control the land, residents thought it wild. Over 
time, wilderness has become as mythical as the creatures believed 
to live within it, but “wildness”—that natural stuff we marvel at—is 
everywhere all the time, even in the most urban of places. Our exhibit 
presents simple, attractive, and affordable ways to cultivate wildness in 
some of them.

Above. The exhibit logo was inspired 
by English coats of arms. Each 
colored symbol relates to an exhibit 
garden: orange is the rockery; green 
is the orchard; and blue is the bog.
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Medieval English Gardens
From the 5th to 15th centuries, monastic, royal, and noble gardens 
were each sustainable bastions of civilization in wilderness. As such, 
residents felt safe and got much of the food, water, and other materials 
they needed to live from enclosed gardens. A few common elements 
inspired the three gardens that are included in this exhibit:

• Rockery
• Orchard
• Bog Garden 

Wild Gardening
In the 19th century, a chap named William Robinson had had enough 
of ornamental gardening. Highly manicured, well-maintained beds of 
annual plants—rubbish! Instead, he gardened with densely-packed, 
native or hardy perennials that looked natural, needed little looking 
after, and welcomed wildlife. Our exhibit adopts this approach within 
the context of contemporary landscapes and materials.

Project Credits
Faculty and Staff: Rob Kuper, Assistant Professor of Landscape Architecture; 
Michael LoFurno, Adjunct Assistant Professor of Landscape Architecture; Anne 
Brennan, Horticulture Supervisor; Merrill Miller, Staff Horticulturist; Kathryn 
Reber, Staff Horticulturist. Students: Andrew Butler, Dayna Canning, Eric Gordon, 
Thu Ngan Han, Allison Hanna, Shannon Kelly, Jacob Kreiger, Molly Scheufler, 
Delia Smith, Denise Snook, Christopher Sohnly, Sara Street, Eric Wilmot. Alumni: 
Joseph Cianchetta, Class of 2011; Louise Clarke, Class of 2012; Raymond LaSota, 
Class of 2011; Dennis Murphy, Class of 2012.

View 1. The bog garden entrance wall 
and arbor.
 
View 2. Through the orchard and over 
the exit path and into the bog.
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R O C K E R Y
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remove and recycle concrete; insert native or hardy plants

Diamonds aren’t the only rocks that glitter. Exotic minerals glistened in 
early English rockeries, or rock gardens. In later settings, rock was placed 
to appear picturesque and create habitats for plants and animals. 

Unlike English rockeries, there are few places for plants in the concrete 
landscapes we live in today. Rainwater runs off and contributes to 
flooding, erosion, and property damage, too, instead of reaching the soil 
and feeding waterways.

Our exhibit showed how concrete can be broken up, recycled into dry-
stacked or gabion walls, and combined with “wild” pioneer and native or 
hardy plant cultivars in a contemporary rockery. 
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View 1. The “crack” garden.

View 2. The concrete-filled gabions 
vegetated with volunteer and native 
or hardy plants. 

View 3. From left, the concrete-filled 
gabions, dry-laid concrete retaining 
wall, and “crack” garden.
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Rockery interpretive sign presented to visitors (16”wide x 16” high).

Takeaway 
card location
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Rockery “takeaway card” available to show visitors (4”wide x 9” high).

card front card back
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O R C H A R D
grow food for people, insects, and animals

Said enough, “wort yard,” an enclosed space where plants were once 
cultivated for different uses, became “orchard.” Plants of all types were 
included in medieval orchards, not just fruit and nut trees.

Today, many orchards are remote, include only a few species of trees, and 
are not welcome places for uninvited plants, insects, and animals.   

The orchard in this exhibit foreshadows a future when many creatures 
contribute to and benefit from cultivation. Columnar tree varieties can 
offer food, shelter, shade, and enclosure within urban vacant lots or 
suburban side yards.
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View 1. Over the exit path and toward 
the recycled glass mulch, which 
disguised the fountain reservoir.

View 2. The vertical and horizontal 
planes of the arbor enclosed the 
exhibit. 

View 3. Visitors often stopped to 
wonder where the water that dripped 
from the arbor above went. 
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Orchard interpretive sign presented to visitors (16”wide x 16” high).

Takeaway 
card location
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card front card back
Orchard “takeaway card” available to show visitors (4” wide x 9” high).
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BOG GARDEN
let litter lie; observe and nurture wild native or hardy plants

Whether an ornament or necessity, artificial ponds were often found 
within medieval English gardens. During the Industrial Revolution, natural 
water bodies like bogs and other wetlands were filled and developed.

Besides being home to unique insects and animals, carbon dioxide and 
seeds are banked in the moist, acidic, lightweight soil of bogs. This peat 
helps seeds and immature plants grow, but centuries must pass before 
enough plant litter piles up to replace what is mined for garden soil.

Beyond displaying some of the unique plants that thrive in moist areas, the 
bog here demonstrates that embracing seasonal plant changes and natural 
accidents, like fallen trees, can be provocative and inspiring.
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View 1. Angles of the entrance wall, arbor, 
steel towers, and screen contrasted the plant 
forms. 

View 2. Mirrors placed within re-purposed 
steel towers provided varied perspectives of 
bog plants.

View 3. Mirrors also allowed for the 
continuation of brilliant surfaces (recycled 
glass mulch) on vertical planes.
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Bog garden interpretive sign presented to visitors (16”wide x 16” high).

Takeaway 
card location
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card front card back
Bog “takeaway card” available to show visitors (4”wide x 9” high).
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Brilliant cuts enhance gems without sacrificng weight. When 
constructing this exhibit, we sought to recycle and enhance the beauty of 
everyday materials wherever possible. 

Lumber
storage shed & 
orchard arbor

Glass Cullet Mulch
water feature & 
exit path
Straw Wattles
bog garden edge

Chain Link Fence
metal screen

Logs
exhibit edge

Metal Stock
industrial towers

Metal Grating
entrance path

Corrugated Metal
rockery edge

Lumber
entrance walls

Scaffolding Lumber
exit path

Concrete
rockery pavement & ga-
bion walls

B R I L L I A N T 
M A T E R I A L S
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View 1. Students identified a source of 
broken concrete, retrieved, manually 
reduced the piece size, transported, 
and installed it. The concrete was later 
donated to Zimmer Concrete for reuse 
as roadway base.
 
View 2. An existing, abandoned tennis 
court chain link fence was located on 
campus and served as the source for the 
exhibit metal screen. After modification 
and use in the exhibit, it was stored on 
campus for potential future reuse. 


