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Teleprompter 

This presentation was about a man named Gene Whitaker who started his own business 

working with apple as a CEO and Co-Founder of a company called Bombing Brain and ended up 

making a portable teleprompter with an iPad. He told us that he got the idea from playing in his 

band and he said he wanted an easier way to be able to see the lyrics while he played his 

instrument and by doing so he created a portable teleprompter and decided to expand on that and 

make it so a lot more people can use it. Gene showed us how the teleprompter worked and he 

also explained the process of it too. It uses a one way glass and has a camera behind it so the 

person reading the teleprompter can look as if they’re looking directly at the camera as they’re 

speaking. I also learned that you can control how slow or how fast the words go on the prompter. 

 I overheard some of the film majors in class talking to the presenter afterwards about the 

teleprompter and one girl said that in her class, they usually put a huge cloth over the back to 

completely cover behind the screen. They do that because of the one way glass. If the whole 

back of the glass isn’t covered or blocked, you can see through it and the person reading the 

teleprompter might not be able to read some of the words. There was a controller that 

Mr.Whitaker had and he had explained that that was also a way to control the speed of the 

teleprompter, but what I didn’t know is that the controller is a back up plan in a way. If there 

isn’t someone there to control the teleprompter behind the camera, then the person reading can 



 

control how fast or how slow they read it on their own. I already knew beforehand how a 

teleprompter was, but from the presentation I learned the background mechanics or it which was 

decent. For this presentation, if I’m being honest, I wasn’t really “wow’d” or blown away by 

much of this process because like I’ve mentioned, it was mostly about stuff I knew/ stuff that 

doesn’t personally interest me. 

My major is psychology and I guess you could use a teleprompter in psych for shows like 

Dr.Phil. I’m sure he doesn’t read off of a teleprompter when he talks to his guests, but for 

everything in between such as the introduction or the parts right before going to a commercial 

break, he most likely reads off of a teleprompter. 
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3-D Printer 

This presentation was about a student, unfortunately I can’t remember his name, who 

created his own 3-D printer with less than 1,000 dollars. I found this presentation to be much 

more fascinating because he actually explained to us how some of the pieces that were used to 

build his 3-D printer were printed by another 3-D printer which is why they’re described as 

self-replicating machines. The presenter discussed with us about RepRap which is short for 

Replicating Rapid Prototyper.  RepRap is among one of the first 3-D printers that was created 

and was used to create pieces for more printers. He passed around some gears that were printed 

and while I looked at it, I saw all the cool details in the gear and I noticed all the layers that was 

in the piece.  



 

At the end of his presentation, he demonstrated how the printer works and functions. 

First, he opened a program on his computer where he puts the design he wants on a grid. Then, 

he had to adjust the machine so it could start the printing process correctly. The actual table part 

that was going to have the hot plastic on it was slightly lower than it needed to be to print out the 

keychain he was trying to print. While he was printing the keychain, you could see the pattern it 

was going in because we were watching it on the screen at the same time. It was even easier to 

really see the pattern when we had our own keychains because we were able to see it up close. I 

think I remember the presenter saying that he had to heat up the machine to 200 degrees celsius 

for it to be able to melt the plastic he was using for the prints. I also remember him saying it was 

biodegradable meaning it breaks down faster than average plastic. I thought it was interesting 

when he was explaining how some people who 3-D print smooth out the grooves in the objects 

they end up printing. The presenter said that they have to heat up acetone to the perfect 

temperature and kind of either hover the material over the acetone fumes or actually put the 

material into the acetone to smooth it out. The nicest thing by the way was that he also handed 

out the little keychains he was making and I ended up with three of them since it came back to 

me twice.  

The biggest use of a 3-D printer for psychology would probably be to print small scale 

models of the brain. That brain could be used for studying or even demonstrations on which parts 

of the brain affect certain parts of the body. It wouldn’t even have to be exclusive to the brain, it 

could be for just about anything that would need a closer look. 


