GERMAN READING PROFICIENCY EXAMINATION 

I.
EXAMINATION SCHEDULE


FALL 2013
· Wednesday, August 21, 2013
12 noon to 1:30 p.m.
[Application deadline: Wednesday, August 14, 2013  by 4:00 p.m.  A $10.00 fee is required, (money order only) payable to Temple University.]

· Wednesday, December 11, 2013
12 noon – 1:30 p.m.  
[Application deadline: Wednesday, December 4, 2013.  A $10.00 fee is required (money order only)  payable to Temple University.]


SPRING 2013
        Thursday, January 23, 2014,  12 noon – 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday, May 14, 2014, 12 noon  – 2:00 p.m.
GUIDELINES and PROCEDURES

Some graduate programs at Temple University require proof of adequate proficiency in reading academic texts whose source language is not English.

German reading examinations are administered twice each semester, and are scheduled through the Department of French, German, Italian, and Slavic. Information and application forms are available in the department office (532 Anderson Hall) and on the rack just across the hallway from the office.

The information sheet lists the dates and times for each sitting, as well as the deadline for signing up (app. one week in advance). The application must be accompanied by a U. S. Postal Service money order for $10.00, made payable to Temple University.

The test proctors aim to provide an appropriate text related to the student’s major field of study. However, if this is not possible, the source text may be on a general subject at a scholarly level. As an alternative, the student’s advisor might choose to send a lengthy (25-30 pages) text extract, from which the German proctors will select a 300-word passage for the student’s exam. For this option, the advisor’s text must reach the FGIS office at least one week prior to the exam sitting.

The 90-minute test consists of a 300-word passage from the source text, and is graded on a pass/fail basis. Basic criteria: the translation must be complete and correct; that is, it must demonstrate that the applicant thoroughly understands the text. Therefore, time is better spent on demonstrating these criteria rather than on polishing an incomplete translation. Failure to complete the passage results in a no-pass grade for the test.

Tests will be graded according to the standard established by the American Translators Association: three major errors result in a no-pass; accumulated minor errors may constitute a major. 

As stated above, the overarching criterion is demonstration that the student understands the text.

No electronic devices are permitted for any reason during the exam. Students are encouraged to bring a good, comprehensive dictionary, and may also bring a grammar book or other NON-ELECTRONIC aids.

German Program staff will grade the examinations and will submit the paperwork to be recorded in the graduate program offices. Those offices will notify students by email. 

