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GENEDS OFFERED SPRING 2021 

0803/0903 Sacred Space (Gen Ed Arts). MWF 1300-1350 (Honors); MWF 10-

10:50 Eleanor Mulhern, Asst. Prof. of Instruction of Classics. MWF 2-2:50. Alison 

Traweek, Adj. Asst. Prof. of Instruction in Classics. We investigate Greek 

and Roman interpretations of sacred spaces, the activities 

performed in them, and the works of art created to honor 

them, with a view to identifying, approaching and discussing 

aspects of the sacred. By learning about the Greek world, we 

will also begin to learn how to recognize and appreciate 

sacred spaces in the modern world and what these may 

represent and contain.  
 

0804. Race in the Ancient Mediterranean (Gen Ed Race). (1)  TTh 11-12:20 

staff (2) TTh 2-3:20. Maggie Beeler, Adjunct Assistant Professor of Instruction in 

Classics. An introduction to ancient thinking about race and 

ethnicity and to consider how ancient thinking remains current 

and influential today; how categories of race and ethnicity 

are presented in the literature and artistic works of Greece 

and Rome. Our case studies pay particular attention to such 

concepts as: notions of racial formation and racial origins; 

ancient theories of ethnic superiority; and linguistic, religious 

and cultural differentiation as a basis for ethnic differentiation. 

We will also examine ancient racism through the prism of a 

variety of social processes in antiquity: slavery, trade and 

colonization, migrations, imperialism, assimilation, native 

revolts, and genocide. 

 
0829. Ancient War Games: Sports and Spectacles in Greece and Rome (Gen 

Ed Human Behavior). (1) TTh 2-3:20. M. McGlin, Asst. Prof. of Instruction in 

Classics. (2)  MWF 11-11:50  M. Makins, Asst. Prof. of Instruction in Classics. 

Every four years the world stages athletic contests that are based 

on the practices of ancient Greece. Every year the NFL assigns 

a Roman numeral to the Super Bowl and suggests its players 

are modern gladiators. Greek athletic games and Roman 

gladiatorial battles developed from the practice of warfare in 

their societies. This class examines the similarities and 

differences in such sports and the societies that enjoyed (and 

enjoy) them. We begin by examining the origins, events, 

architecture, and rules of the Greek games, from Homer’s 

funeral contests to the development of the circuit of athletic 

festivals. Next we look at the “re-foundation” of the modern 

Olympics and its romanticized mythology in several important 

films. Then we turn to Roman blood-sports (animal fights, 

gladiatorial contests and spectacular criminal punishments) 

and chariot-racing, considering also the filters of modern 

Hollywood. 
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