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GENEDS OFFERED SPRING 2021 

Guerilla Altruism: A Mini-Manual of Subversive Activism- ARCH 0835 

Human Behavior (GB) 
Course Description:  
A multi-disciplinary investigation into the unorthodox strategies deployed by 
contemporary guerrilla artists and activists, reformers and humanitarians, eventually 
culminating in the design and realization of one or more small-scale humanitarian 
interventions within Temple's surrounding communities. 

Architecture and the American Cultural Landscape- ARCH 0875/0975 

U.S. Society (GU) 
Course Description:  
This course explores the relation of the physical environment, understood as both 
given and constructed, to the larger and more ephemeral cultural context which it at 
once delimits and enables. The resultant scene-like spatial situations have been 
described within some academic disciplines as "cultural landscapes," a term meant 
to describe distinct geographical areas or properties uniquely representing the 
combined work of nature and humans. Deploying this concept of cultural 
landscapes as a framework, the course will plumb American culture with an 
emphasis on its physical dimension, exploring the ways that culture is engaged, 
reflected, and modified in the substance and configuration of those places wherein 
and through which we live our individual and collective lives. The course will ask 
students to explore how geography, topography, ecology, landscape, economics, 
and politics have influenced the reading and making of the American cultural 
landscape, and, perhaps more importantly, how the corporeal characteristics of 
constructed places have in turn shaped cultural developments and impacted, by 
extension, our world. At base, then, the course facilitates consideration of the 
fundamental interdependencies of nature, human nature, and the constructed 
environment in the context of U.S. culture. The politics of place are central to these 
explorations, but do not encompass them, since place intersects U.S. culture and 
society on many extra-political levels. The course will be founded on historical 
precedent and case studies, considered in light of key texts from various disciplines 
including urbanism, architecture, geography, film, philosophy, fiction, anthropology, 
and sociology, topical discussion, site visits, and the students' own analyses. 

Human Behavior and the Photographic Image-ART 0822 

Human Behavior (GB) 
Course Description:  
How do photographs become more than just a pile of disparate images? Is there 
more to photography than that single "decisive moment" in the hunt and capture of 
an image? How do photographers comment on issues that are important to them? 
How can photographs tell a story? Is there a way one can use the art of 
photography to elicit change? In this class, students will use their digital cameras to 
investigate individual photographs, as well as series of photographs. We will look at 
photography in its historical context -- at the advent of documentary photography 
and photojournalism, and at narrative photography in its more contemporary form, 
as photographers use it to chronicle their own lives and to tell a story. Through the 
exercises of looking at and making photographic images, several core concepts of 
social work, along with theories of human behavior in the social environment, will be 
introduced. Students will learn not only about the place photography holds in our 
culture, but our culture itself, and the students' place in that culture. Students will 
critically analyze published photographs, as well as photographs made during the 
class. The semester will culminate in a class exhibition where students will be given 
the opportunity to present their photographs to the public, demonstrating their 
understanding of human behavior in the social environment. 
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Art of Sacred Space- ARTH 0803 

Arts (GA) 
Course Description:  
Where do people go to communicate with the divine? Explore with us where and 
how people of the many different cultures of the Greco-Roman world communicated 
with their gods. Why are graves and groves considered sacred space? When is a 
painting or sculpture considered sacred? Whom do the gods allow to enter a sacred 
building? Can a song be a prayer or a curse? How can dance sway the gods? Why 
do gods love processions and the smell of burning animals? The journey through 
sacred space in Greco-Roman antiquity will engage your senses and your intellect, 
and will reveal a mindset both ancient and new. 
 
 
Arts of the Western World: The Visual Experience- ARTH 0808 

Arts (GA) 
Course Description:  
An introduction to the visual arts of the Western Tradition, from their origins in the 
prehistoric period to the present day. Students in this course study the great monuments 
and major movements that place the visual arts of the Western Tradition in a broad 
cultural framework. Attention will be given to the concepts that connect the progression of 
ideas in artistic communication and expression from the ancient world to modern times. 
The course may also make use of local resources in the visual arts through museum, 
theater, and/or gallery visits.  
 
 
People, Places, and Environment- CTRP 0807 

U.S. Society (GU) 
Course Description:  
Have you ever thought about the relationship people have to their place - home, 
neighborhood, town, or city? How about to the environment? Have you ever thought 
about how people have shaped the places of our everyday lives - suburban housing 
developments, shopping malls, and small towns? And, have you ever thought about 
what will happen in the future to the Earth's natural resources - the air, water, and 
land - as we continue to build and expand? Explore these kinds of questions 
through readings, lectures, video presentations, and group discussions. Challenge 
your mind - and imagination - and open up new avenues of discovery. 
 
 
Digital Mapping: From Mercator to Mashups- CTRP 0821 

Quantitative Literacy (GQ) 
Course Description:  
Almost all of us interact with digital maps regularly for finding directions and the 
locations of services, like the nearest coffee shop. Yet for most, the inner workings 
of digital maps remain a mystery. This course provides an in-depth exploration of 
how digital maps work - what technologies support location tracking, where do the 
mapped data come from, and how digital maps are used to analyze geographic 
problems in urban and environmental planning and policy, health, and business. 
Along the way, you will develop quantitative literacy by learning how to acquire 
spatial data, make digital maps, and critically evaluate mapping applications. 
 
 
Sustainable Design- LARC 0841 

Science and Technology (GS) 
Course Description:  
What's the big deal about global warming and how should we respond to it? Explore 
the issues and underlying causes. See how contemporary designers from 
Germany, Netherlands, UK and Japan are responding to scientific knowledge with 
sustainable designs for buildings, cars, towns and parks. Develop your own creative 
project to reduce the greenhouse effect. Have you ever wondered about what 
happens to local abandoned factories and degraded streams and rivers? 
Philadelphia is a national hotbed for sustainable design. Visit local restoration sites, 
modern "green" buildings, parks that reclaim waste water and transformed industrial 
parks to see firsthand what is happening in our area. Learn how design is 
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transforming to propel us toward a low waste, energy conserving society in the 21st 
century. 
 
Green vs. Gray: Improving and Sustaining Urban Ecosystems- LARC 0852 

Science and Technology (GS) 
Course Description:  
Explores urban ecosystems and methods of improving and sustaining urban 
environments using the City of Philadelphia as a living laboratory. Students learn 
about urban ecology, urban field experiments, and the work required to sustain 
green infrastructure within a city landscape. As a Community-Based Learning (CBL) 
course, students engage in ten hours of field work and environmental stewardship 
which can range from the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society's Tree Tender training, 
tree planting, restoring urban ecological systems and vacant lots, working in 
sustainable urban agriculture and/or greening school rooftops. 
 
 
Race, Identity and Experience in American Art- TYLE 0805/0905 

Race & Diversity (GD) 
Course Description:  
This course charts past and present artistic mediations of racial and ethnic 
experiences in the United States. These include paintings of the New Frontier and 
19th century folk art, ranging across the Harlem Renaissance and New Deal 
photography, from Chicano murals and the art activism of the Civil Rights 
Movement, to the contemporary American reception of Chinese art and the digital 
spaces occupied by activist groups on the Internet. In the struggle to understand the 
relation between self and other, artists have critically engaged with the images that 
define our common sense of belonging - images that saturate the public sphere via 
mass media, advertising, textbooks, museums, and shopping malls. This 
engagement ranges from a rejection of stereotypes to their appropriation, from the 
discovery of alternative histories to the rewriting of dominant narratives, from 
concepts of difference to theories of diversity. While taking a close look at individual 
artists and movements, this class locates them within their respective contexts. We 
will discuss socio-political discourses, including essentialism, structuralism, 
postmodernism, and post-colonialism, and we will question the validity of such 
concepts as nationalism and identity in an era of global politics that celebrates the 
hybrid self. The ultimate goal of the course is to find ways of adequately imagining 
and imaging an American identity today. 
 
 
Experiencing the Arts in Philadelphia (Limited Edition GenEd)- TYLE 0810 

Arts (GA) 
Course Description:  
Experiencing the Arts in Philadelphia will explore, visit, and utilize local Temple 
University and Philadelphia area galleries, exhibitions, and artist’s works as 
windows into broader discussions about the role of art and art appreciation, ideas 
regarding creativity and creative gesture, the civic possibilities of art, and the 
current social realities reflected and investigated in our local art worlds. Participants 
will consider how artistic process, gallery spaces, museums, artworks, archives, 
and viewing experiences may provide opportunity for both personal and social 
introspection. This is a hybrid course with in-person meetings at Philadelphia art 
galleries or museums as public health restrictions may allow; the remaining credit 
hours will be completed in an online asynchronous format 
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