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I NT. RAINY AFTERNCON - URADI UM COLLEGE GYMNASI UM

At a band rehearsal, NEVEAH (18) is clearly playing her
tronbone |l ow and terribly, hiding anongst the choir as they
do a recite of "Funky Town". They all stand dressed in bl ack.
She tries to appear confident, but she can feel the judgey
gazes to her side. The rain outside can be heard getting nore
i ntense.

| NSTRUCTOR
(Wavi ng hand)
kay, okay, hold on.
The band stops. Neveah tenses.

| NSTRUCTOR ( CONT' D)

We're still weak, | can't feel enough
power. Fromthe top, clarinets, let ne
hear you.

The clarinets begin to play before he notions themto stop.

| NSTRUCTOR ( CONT' D)
Tr unpet s.

The TRUMPETS pl ay before he notions them stop. Neveah's hands
begins to sweat and nouth drools.

| NSTRUCTOR ( CONT' D)
Fl utes, go!

The FLUTES begin to play. At that nonment a crew of soccer

pl ayers enter the gym wet fromrain. They imedi ately get to
ki cking balls around and shooting theminto the basket bal
nets. Neveah spots a fam liar boy anongst them and enanoring
her gaze wi thin seconds.

The instructor notions the flutes to stop.

| NSTRUCTOR (O . S.)
(Mf fl ed)
Tr onbones.

The TROVBONES besi de her blare out, taking her from her
trance.

| NSTRUCTOR
(Motioning to stop)
Ah! Someone's di stracted.



He points a commandi ng finger to her and she shrinks with
enbarrassnent as everyone turns to her.

NEVEAH
(Nervously chuckling)
My bad, |-
| NSTRUCTOR

Let ne hear you.

NEVEAH
(Shocked and confusingly)
Me?

The instructor cocks his head.

NEVEAH ( CONT' D)
(Accept ance)
| ...okay.

She slowy lifts the tronmbone to her lips. She takes a sl ow,
deep breath in and presses agai nst the nout hpiece. Aterrible
note pl ays.

CUT TO

Neveah returns her tronbone case to the instructor after
rehearsal and they exchange a | ook of disappointnment. She
sighs and turns to the | eave.

Neveah throws on her coat follow ng as everyone exits. She
wat ches sone of her old bandmates fromthe doorway as they
wal k home gl eefully together. She decides to catch up behind
t hem

The crew hear her approaching and turn towards her as she
stanps across the puddl ed gravel wal kway.

NEVEAH ( CONT' D)

Hey!
BAND G RL
(Cheerfully)
Oh. Hey!
NEVEAH
(Nervously)

| know I'mnot in the band anynore,

but you guys seem cool! Maybe we could
hang sonetine! | don't know, rehearse
or sonet hi ng.



The band | ooks to each other briefly.

BAND G RL
Yeah, you seem so cool too! And don't
worry |'ve heard worse.

The girl mmcs the flat trunpet and the rest of the other
| aughs. Neveah | aughs al ong. Then a sil ence.

NEVEAH
(Pul'l'ing out her phone)
Maybe | shoul d get your nunber?

BAND G RL
Yeah, just call me whenever you wanna
go out!

NEVEAH

(Playing it cool)
Cool .

The girl puts her nunber in Neveah's phone and puts the
contact under Tina Bone, with contact profile at the top
showi ng "T. Bone"

TI NA
Here you go.
NEVEAH
Ckay, |I'll see you guys.

TI NA AND OTHERS
Byee!

Tina mmcs the tronbone again before giggling and wavi ng
Neveah bye. She chuckl es and waves back, then goes down the
opposi te path.

| NT. JONATHAN S APARTMENT - CONTI NUOUS

JONATHAN (18) is sitting on his couch with a bowl of popcorn
wat ching Transformers. His living roomis filled with freshly
wat ered plants, sports posters, decorative dish sets, and
magazi nes and com cs.

Jonat han wat ches as |ronhi de di es and shakes his head in
di sappoi nt nent .

JONATHAN
(Chew ng popcorn)
That's fucked up.



Shortly after, there's a rythm c knock at the door and
Jonat han's face lights up. He sets his popcorn bow down on
the coffee table in front of himand goes to answer the door.

There stands Neveah. She throws up a peace sign and ki ssy
l'ips.

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
My | ove.

They share a hug, Neveah nmakes her way to the couch and
Jonat han cl oses the door behind her.

NEVEAH

Qoh, snells |ike popcorn.
JONATHAN

Yeah, I"'mjust in here watching a

nmovi e.

Neveah | ooks to see Transformers playing as she sits down on
t he couch. She reaches for the popcorn bowl in front of her.

NEVEAH
My god, you | ove these.

JONATHAN
Yeah, cause they're good.

He sits beside her on the couch.

NEVEAH
| know Letterboxd' s tired of your
shit.
They bot h cackl e.
JONATHAN
Shut up.
NEVEAH
Mn why is this so good?
JONATHAN
You know | like to dapper up my shit.

Neveah | ooks to see a collection of popcorn enhanci ng
seasoni ngs, butter, and bucket hol ders, and an anbi guous
contai ner that says "Jonny's Special"

Neveah | ooks down to the popcorn disgustingly and sets it



back on the coffee table.

NEVEAH
|"mactually kinda pissed. | just got
ki cked out of the band.

JONATHAN
(Surprised)
Oh ny God. Wiy cause you're shitty?

NEVEAH
| nmean at least | was trying, shit.
You know | al ways wanted to join a
band.

JONATHAN
( Chuckl i ng)
Yeah, but why tronbone out of
everything again? It's just so dam
| arge and | ong.

Neveah makes a raunchy face at Jonat han and they both giggle
at the last choice of words.

NEVEAH
Cause that's ny shit right there.

They briefly return to watching the novie.

JONATHAN
Wanna snoke?

CUT TGO

Neveah inhales a hit froma rolled up joint nonents |ater as
Jonat han gets sonme nusic started. He plays "This Miust Be The
Pl ace" by Tal ki ng Heads

NEVEAH
So, anyway, speaking of | arge and
| ong, guess who | happened to see at
the gymearlier.

JONATHAN
VWho?

NEVEAH
Maveri ck

Neveah lets out a shrill.



NEVEAH ( CONT' D)
He was literally comng in from
practice, you know it started to pour
earlier. He | ooked wet and nuddy and
sexy.

JONATHAN
Ugh, this the sanme boy from your Econ
cl ass too?

NEVEAH
Yup.

JONATHAN
When you finally plan on talking to
hi n?

He grabs ahold of the joint fromher and inhales it.

NEVEAH
Soon. There's always a right tinme and
pl ace.
JONATHAN
Just don't m ss your opportunity.
NEVEAH
| guess, but, ughh, | don't know how.
' ve never had anyone that | ooks at
good he does. | wouldn't even know

what to say to him

JONATHAN
It'Il conme to you
NEVEAH
Yeah... But don't forget, we've got

hi s ganme tonorrow

JONATHAN
(Sarcastic)
Wuldn't mss it.

( BEAT)

NEVEAH
But what about you?

JONATHAN
(Taki ng anot her inhal e)
Me?



NEVEAH
Yeah, anyone you got your eye on?

Jonat han shrugs his shoul ders. He passes the joint.

JONATHAN
Meh, not really.

NEVEAH
How come?

JONATHAN

No one really worth crushing on.

NEVEAH
| wouldn't say that, there's so many
pretty girls here.

JONATHAN
Pretty, sure, but honestly nost of the
peopl e here are asses, and on top of
that, I'ma nore sol o-dol o ki nda guy.
| don't mnd the solitude.

NEVEAH
| actually spoke to sone nice girls
earlier! Fromband. | got their nunber
and everything they said we could hang
whenever. | could prolly set sonething

up.
She nudges himin his arm

JONATHAN
No, that's not necessary.

Neveah drops down.

NEVEAH
(I'nquisitively)
But why don't you ever wanna... do a

little nore?

JONATHAN
It's not that | don't want to but...
we're only a few weeks in. What's the
rush to do a whole lot, you know.
What's your rush?

NEVEAH
My rush?



JONATHAN
Yeah, you're doing like a lot right
now. You're a cam operator for sone
news show. You just joined a trades
program Sonmehow got a gig to be a
masseuse for the wonen's rowi ng team
Just got kicked from band...just seens
to ne like you' re rushing a bit. W
al ready worked our asses getting in
here, nothing wong with riding out
for alittle.

Neveah sits with the thought for a nonent before taking
anot her hit and passing it again.

NEVEAH
Did you like high school ?
JONATHAN
Yeah, for sure.
NEVEAH
Oh.
JONATHAN
And you didn't?
NEVEAH
(Def ensi vel y)
No, | did! It's just... | don't know I

wish it was just nore, you know? It
just went so fast, and sonetines |

t hi nk

(shrugs shoul ders)
nmore coul d've lasted, | guess, from
it, or I had nore to | ook back on and
be proud of.

Jonat han nods his head in understandi ng before taking another
hit before responding.

JONATHAN
(Supportive)
You had ne.

Neveah dawns a soft smile at Jonathan before turning to | ook
at the paused TV screen.

NEVEAH
(Warnful ly)
Yeabh.



They both take in the nusic playing for a nonent.

Jonathan tries to pass the remainder of the joint back to the
Neveah

NEVEAH ( CONT' D)
Nah, |'mpretty cooked.

They both | augh.

Jonat han takes one final hit before putting it out on in his
ashtray.

JONATHAN
Now | ' m st arvi ng.

NEVEAH
Ch ny god, yes! | need a burger or
sonet hi ng.

JONATHAN
It's only like 8:30, that canpus bar
and grill should still be open, |
t hi nk.

NEVEAH

Qoh, should I call the girls?

JONATHAN
Bro, again with these girls. Fine.
Just don't try anything tonight,
pl ease.

NEVEAH
Ri ght .

Neveah pulls out her phone to call Tina. The phone rings as
she puts it on speaker.

After a nonent, the line answers with silence.

NEVEAH ( CONT' D)
Ti na?

At that noment, an obnoxiously |oud tronbone bl ares over the
phone, startling Neveah causing her to drop it. On the floor,
they hear a group of people |aughing before the |ine hangs

up.

They | ook at each other in silence.
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JONATHAN
(CGetting up fromthe couch)
Let's just go.

EXT/ I NT. CAMPUS BAR & GRILL - CONTI NUOUS

Jonat han and Neveah foll ow the path down to the bar & grill
restaurant. The rain's stopped but they still nmake sure to
ki ck the puddl es as they pass by.

The canpus is quiet, except a few buzzing cicadas and
el ectrical buzzing fromthe light posts. There's an eerie
tranquility in the air.

O her students around the canpus noticeably are going in an
opposite direction to them wal king strangely uniform and
appear to be having very mniml conversation.

NEVEAH
Where's everybody goi ng?

JONATHAN
VWho knows.

Conti nui ng down the path, Jonathan | ooks up at anot her,
student who smles at him Jonathan nervously smles back.

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
Ch. And they're smling.

NEVEAH
| don't think we've ever gone out this
| ate since being here. It's probably
anot her party happeni ng.

JONATHAN
Yeah, Uradium sure does love to party.

They meke it to the front of the restaurant and Jonat han
hol ds the door open. They go inside and stand in the |ine.
The restaurant is scarce wwth a few peopl e about.

They get to the front of the line.
JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
Can we have two doubl e cheeseburgers
and fries, please?

CUT TO

At the booth, Jonathan and Neveah are scarfing down their
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doubl e cheeseburgers, |ooking out beside the wi ndow into the
dark and dimy lit with street poles. The workers in the
background are beginning to close for the night: Restocking,
W pi hg counters, etc.

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
| do gotta say, canmpus i s super pretty

at night.

NEVEAH
| know, nakes you wanna cone out nore
of t en.

Jonat han holds his burger to his mouth in thought for a bit
before taking another bite.

JONATHAN
Yeah, ki nda does.

Most of the stragglers in the restaurant have left and the
wor kers have di sappeared to the back.

Shortly after, a series a fireworks begins setting off in the
di st ance.

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
(Surprise)
Holy shit, fireworks!?

NEVEAH
Oh ny gosh, this is everything |
needed for ny high right now.

JONATHAN
Ha, yeah. It's pretty cool

They conti nue wat ching through the wi ndow in the distance.

NEVEAH
Maybe we shoul d get a cl oser | ook.

JONATHAN
Wanna go?

At that noment, a remaining young girl passes by the table to
| eave the building. Her Iong black hair obscures the sides of
her face.

NEVEAH
(Waving to her)
Oh, excuse ne!
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The girl stops in her tracks and doesn't turn.

GRL (V.0O)
Hey!

NEVEAH
Unhh. .

The |ight above the girl's head begins to flicker. Neveah and
Jonat han | ook to each other, but she continues anyway.

NEVEAH ( CONT' D)
Those fireworks are froma party,
aren't they? Do you know where it is?

The girl turns her entire body very slowy with intense
bui | dup, her face only visible when she fully faces them as
she dawns an extrenme w de-eyed expression and says not hi ng
for a nonent.

Suddenly, the kitchen lights shut off.
Then the girl instantly |ights up.

A RL
(deefully)
O course | do! I'm headed there right
nowt

Jonat han turns around to face Neveah

JONATHAN
(Whi speri ng)
Un she's fucking creepy. There's no
way we're gonna go with her.

G RL
Wanna cone?

NEVEAH
Yesl!

As Neveah gets up fromthe table grinning, Jonathan nouths
for her to sit back down, but she ignores him Jonathan rolls
his eyes and foll ows behi nd.

They stand in front of her and she stares at themagain with
anot her bl ank expression.

NEVEAH ( CONT' D)
W ready?
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The girl nmakes a 180 degree spin and | eads Jonat han and
Neveah fromthe restaurant. Jonathan gives her a di sapproving
head nod, which Neveah shrugs off, following the girl out the
restaurant.
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EXT. CAMPUS - CONTI NUQUS

The fireworks are still going strong as the girl |eads them
closer to the party. They wal k staggered behind her, trying
not to bunp into her.

JONATHAN
(Whi speri ng)
My god, why is she noving so sl ow.
We're gonna mss it by the tinme we get

t here.
NEVEAH
(Whi speri ng)
| don't know. Should we ask her to go
faster?
JONATHAN
(Genui ne concern)
| don't want her to like... break
t hough.
NEVEAH

(To the girl)
So...we kinda wanted to catch the
fireworks while they were still going.
Do you think we'll mss thenf

She continues wal ki ng ahead the path with no response.

NEVEAH ( CONT' D)
Hel | 0?

No response. They | ook to eachot her.

NEVEAH ( CONT' D)
[t's whatever, | think | can hear sone
musi ¢ now, anyways.

CUT TQO

An intense party scene rages on: Students passed out on the
front lawn of a town house, red Solo cups littering the

ground, people splashing fromthe backyard pool, LED |lights
fl ashing every which way, nusic you can feel in your bones..

Jonat han and Neveah approach the front of the house with the
girl.
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She abruptly stops in her tracks at the front of the | awn
right before the grass neets the pavenent. She stands frozen.

JONATHAN
Ugh, it reeks out here, what is that
smel | ?

Jonat han | ooks down to see the girl standing directly on top
of an open bottle of PINK SAUCE, with the contents oozing out
onto the grass and concrete.

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
(I'n di sgust)
Unhh, well thanks. W're gonna-

The girl suddenly snaps back to nornal.

G RL
(Throwing arns in the air)
Wooo!

Jonat han junps back out of fear.

JONATHAN
Wah, what the fuck!

G RL
Let's have sone funnn, y'all!

She reaches into her pocket and pulls out a bottle of Xanax.
She takes two before running off into a crowd out on the | awn
and instantly begins chuggi ng beer as peopl e cheer.

Jonat han watches in pure confusion and Neveah takes a | ook up
into the sky.

NEVEAH
(Runs fingers through hair)
Wait, no! The fireworks stopped!

JONATHAN
Uh oh. Looks like they did. Welp, tine
to head back

NEVEAH
No, we cane here for fireworks! | know
t hey' ve got nore.

Neveah | ooks towards the house.
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NEVEAH ( CONT' D)
But since, we're here anyway. Maybe we
shoul d go inside and find them

Neveah tries to march forward, but Jonat han grabs ahol d of
her arm

JONATHAN
No, no, no, this is not our scene. W
don't even know anyone here. No one
invited us.

NEVEAH
So? W'l|l neet people! Easy. Besides,
we got our honegirl over there.

She points to the sane girl who is now chuggi ng two beers on
a handst and.

JONATHAN
When have you ever been the party
type?

NEVEAH
Toni ght .

Neveah snat ches back her arm childishly and proceeds towards
the front of the town house before suddenly a series of
fireworks explode fromw thin the house, sending people
scream ng and running. Visible flanes appear inside. Neveah
stops dead in her tracks with a | ook a shock and horror.

Wat chi ng the chaos ensue, Jonathan slowy steps up behind
Neveah

JONATHAN
Looks like that was a sign, huh?
Party's ending early tonight it |ooks
l'i ke.

He gives Neveah a reassuring pat on the shoul der. They watch
for a mnute as the flanes and screans intensify, conpleted
with a dazzling firework and |ight show Jonathan with a | ook
of pride, Neveah still in horror.

Jonat han can't help but admre the beauty of the sight a bit.
I NT. DI NI NG HALL - LUNCH

Jonat han sits dowm with his tray at a two-person table in
front of Neveah in the crowded Uradi um dining hall.



Their lunch conplete with roast beef and gravy, nmashed
pot at oes, and carrots. On the side, Neveah has sone extra
chi cken nuggets and Jonat han some French fries.

JONATHAN

How was t he norni ng?
NEVEAH

It was alright, | just had hone ed.
JONATHAN

Ch yeah? They teach you all about
t axes today?

NEVEAH
Nah, how to resuscitate an asphyxi ated
pet. Yours?

JONATHAN
Alright, too. | guess. | woke up super
| at e, though

Jonat han pulls out his phone and scrolls for a bit while
snacki ng on sone fries.

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
Last night sure does
| ook...interesting.

NEVEAH
Every night here | ooks interesting.

JONATHAN
| think we're thinking of two
different interesting...

Neveah rolls her eyes.

NEVEAH
Well...l don't know, | think we should
actually go to one.

JONATHAN
So you were forreal about going in
there | ast night?

NEVEAH
Yeah, who knows. W m ght coul d
actual ly have some fun

Jonat han | ooks back at his phone.

17.



JONATHAN
| just | don't think these things are
really for us. Neither of us |like the
taste of al cohol, but besides that,
we're. .. Honebodi es, nerds, always
anxi ous; how woul d we even function
t here?

NEVEAH
(Joki ngl y)
Ch please, you're definitely a bigger
dweeb than ne.

She gently reaches over and pushes his forehead with her
t hunb, leaving a print of syrup.

NEVEAH ( CONT' D)
And even if that's somewhat true, |'ve
been trying to tell you, it don't
al ways gotta be that way.

Jonat han rubs the syrup from his forehead.

JONATHAN
These parties follow the same fornmat:
You get wasted, do sone wild shit,
fuck a stranger, and then regret it

all later. That's what you're | ooking
for? You saw what happens | ast ni ght
when you m x teens, liquor, and
fireworks.

NEVEAH
Ain't nothing wong with a little
regret. It's about the nonent. | know

you had a nmonment | ast night.

JONATHAN
What do you nean?

NEVEAH
You felt sonmething while we were out,
admt it. You liked the party scene.

Jonat han bl ushes a bit.
JONATHAN

It's pretty... sure. But all that
glitters isn't gold.

18.
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NEVEAH
Oh god, here cones the anal ogi es.

JONATHAN
They work for a reason. W're not
goi ng. Final

NEVEAH
Fine. You' re probably a little right
anyway. But c'non we got that soccer
ganeee. | mm go change.

JONATHAN
Alright, yeah. Imma head to m ne too.

| NT. JONATHAN NEVEAH S APARTMENTS - CONTI NOUS

Jonat han steps into his apartnment and throws his keys down on
the counter. He goes into his fridge and pours a gl ass of
water fromhis Brita filter. After |ooking at some pl aques
along his wall, he wal ks through the short hall to get to the
living roomand see his ashtray with weed sitting on the
coffee table.

CUT TO

Neveah enters in her apartnent. It is very warmand cozy in
col or, decorated with pink rugs and | anps, a sunli ght
projector, and bean bag chairs. In her room she has an
arrangenent of different hoodi es hanging on her wall, a
clutter of books and papers |aying untouched on a desk, which
she bypasses to turn on a tiny space heater on the sanme desk

She steps into her bathroomto run a hot shower.

CUT TO
Jonathan with a freshly rolled up joint sits on his couch and
grabs hold of the renpte to put sonething on the TV. In the
m ddl e of his search, he hears three knocks at his door. He
| ets out a sigh.

CUT TO
Neveah right before getting ready to take her shirt off
reacts to the "same" knock. She lets out a sigh before
wal ki ng out from her bathroomto approach the front door.

CUT TO

Jonat han i s approaching his door while still inhaling his
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j oi nt.
JONATHAN
(To hinsel f)
Christ, literally who could this be,

bl owi ng nmy hi gh
A shot of his hand grabs the door handl e.
CUT TGO
Neveah opens up her door.
CUT TO

Jonat han's feet are shown as he opens the door. A black piece
of paper is visible on the ground.

CUT TO

Neveah is surprised to see no one. She | ooks both ways down
the enpty corridor. She takes another | ook down at the
ground.

CUT TO

Jonat han reaches down slowy to grab the piece of paper. He
inspects it in his hand confusingly, turning it to see the
front and back.

CUT TO

I n Neveah's hand, the paper shows a flyer with a corpse arm
reaching up fromthe dirt in front of an old, abandoned

| ooki ng house, surrounded by l|ightning holding a note. She
starts to read the words on it.

NEVEAH
(Sl oW y)
"A party like no other.-"

CUT TQO
JONATHAN

(Sl oW y)
"-A world so captivating you nay-"

CUT TQO

NEVEAH
"-find it difficult to | eave."
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JONATHAN NEVEAH
"Di scover what awaits this "Di scover what awaits this
Fri day?" Friday."

Ri ght after in Neveah's apartnent, she junps at the sound of
sonething falling in her living room She |ooks over to see a
smal | m scel | aneous case full of paperclips, pencils, pens,
earbuds, etc. had fallen over on the table with her rose toy
roll ed over and buzzing. She sucks her teeth and rolls her
eyes.

CUT TO
Jonat han eyes the paper for a few seconds | onger.

JONATHAN
Ch, pl ease.

He throws the flyer out in the trash and heads back to his
couch. As soon as he settles back down and finds sonething on
the TV, he gets a ring on his phone.

Neveah
He answers.

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
(Phone to ear)
Is this what | think it's about.

NEVEAH
(Phone to ear)
Bruh! Did you just get this flyer

too! ?
JONATHAN

| did, and we're still not going.
NEVEAH

VWhat!? But this is the invite we were
waiting for.

JONATHAN
| wasn't waiting on anything. And how
convenient, right, definitely isn't
some obvi ous foreboding.

NEVEAH
Ugh. Just...sleep on it?

Jonathan lets out a sigh of defeat.



22.

JONATHAN
May be.

NEVEAH
Ayy! Okay, neet you at the gane!

JONATHAN
Byee.

They end the call and Jonathan continues with the rest of
j oint.

EXT. SOCCER MATCH - FI ELD - LATER

The gane plays on. It's a nice hot day out on the field. The
bl eachers are filled with students as they watch the opposing
col | eges pl ay.

The band is lining up across the pitch getting ready for
t heir perfornmance.

Jonat han and Neveah are center row watching the gane.

NEVEAH
God, he's so good.

JONATHAN
He was on the benches for |ike the
first...three-eights of the gane.

NEVEAH
Saving their best for |ast.

At that nonment, the buzzer rings calling for halftine.
Students get up fromthe bl eachers, taking a stretch, wal king
around field, grabbing food and water, etc.

The band begins their performance of "Funky Town"

NEVEAH ( CONT' D)
Dang, halftine already? D d anyone
score?

JONATHAN
No, it's like the Wrld Cup.

They conti nue peopl e-watching for a nonent when Neveah spots
Maverick | eaning by hinself on the fence on the far end of
the field.
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NEVEAH
"' mgonna go and talk to him

JONATHAN
VWho?

Jonat han follows her gaze and spots Maverick across the
field.

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
Wha-, right now?

NEVEAH
Yes, the time is right. | knowit.

Neveah stands tall and adjusts her clothing. She scans the
field and sees a waterboy in the distance carrying a | arge
t ub.

NEVEAH ( CONT' D)
And | know just how.

Neveah qui ckly heads off in the waterboy's direction.

JONATHAN
Neveah, wait!

She junps down the bl eachers and runs off in the distance,
reachi ng the wat erboy. Jonat han watches as she appears to
have a casual conversation with him

Suddenly, she grabs hold of the water tub and starts fighting
with the waterboy for it. Eventually, she gains the upper
hand and ki cks himdown to the ground. While he's down, she
goes over to himand grabs his visor cap off his head and
puts it on.

She starts maki ng her way over to Maverick

Shortly after, he's joined by a famliar |ong, black-haired
girl as she sits down beside him

G RL
Oh, hey!
JONATHAN
(Nervously | ooking for an escape)
Oh, uh. H.
G RL

| renmenber you fromlast night.
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JONATHAN
Yeah, | renenber you too. You were
certainly...an observation.

G RL
(Lai dback)
Yeah, | know. | get super crazy on
party nights. Say where's the girl you
were with?

JONATHAN
Ch, Neveah. She's just over there.

Jonat han points over to Neveah who has just wal ked up to
Maveri ck.

NEVEAH
~ (Shyly)
H .
MAVERI CK
Hey, wassup.
NEVEAH
(Slightly stammeri ng)
Um it's pretty hot, I'mjust com ng

around with sone water, you know.
Wul d you-. Wuld you want some?

MAVERI CK
Sure, I'lIl take sone.

Maverick grabs his enpty water bottle from beside his feet.
Hi s places it underneath the spout and pours. Neveah watches
hi mintensely, her eyes w dening and her heart racing.

He lifts back up and take a sip fromthe bottle. He instantly
gags and spits out pink globs, startling Neveah.

NEVEAH
Wah! GCh ny God, are you okay?

MAVERI CK
(Wping his tongue, with concern)
What the fuck is in there?

NEVEAH
It's water-

Neveah turns the tub around to see a |l abel witten in hot
pi nk marker that says "PINK SAUCE" with tiny yell ow stars
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around it.

NEVEAH ( CONT' D)
What the fuck was he doing with-!7?
(To Maveri ck)

|"'mso, so sorry, | really didn't mean
to.
MAVERI CK
(Still spitting)
It's fine.

She | ooks across the field and spots another waterboy hol ding
a large tub with the | abel "WATER'. She growl s her face at
him She | ooks back to Maverick regularly.

NEVEAH
(Recoveri ng)
| can go get you sone actual wate-

SOCCER BOY (V. Q)
Yo, Mav! Check this shit out, bro.

Neveah | ooks as anot her soccer player approaches.

CUT TO
G RL
So is she, like, your girlfriend or?
JONATHAN
Nah, we're best friends.
G RL
Huh. I'msurprised | don't see you
nore then.
JONATHAN

What do you nean?

G RL
| know it's | ooks massive with
everyone here, but it's a relatively
smal | school, a lot of the sane faces.
She's practically everywhere. Not you.

JONATHAN
Oh. Peopl e have been... noticing her?

A RL
Yeah. It's not always a good noti ce,
( MORE)
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but... people notice.
JONATHAN
Huh.
G RL
Where'd you guys cone fronf
CUT TO
SOCCER BOY
(Showi ng phone to Maveri ck)
We got everything basically ready to
go, bro. The booze, the lo, the
action. Absolutely zero fuck ups this
Friday. The frats clearly can't host
properly...
MAVERI CK
Bet it. We've gotta set an exanple
with this one.
He | ooks at Neveah still standing there and watching them

SOCCER BOY ( CONT' D)

Who's this?
MAVERI CK

Ch. Just the water girl.
NEVEAH

Oh- well, actually I'm Neveah.
MAVERI CK

Cool .
There's a short pause.

NEVEAH
But uhh.. Did | hear that right? Are
you- are you hosting this week's
party?

MAVERI CK
Yup. And we're gonna be the biggest to
do it. You com ng?

NEVEAH
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SOCCER BOY
No way she's com ng, dude, she's a
dor k.

NEVEAH

(Def ensi vel y)

No, I'mnot! Fuck yes! I'Il be there.
And... | could bring you guys sone
extra weed, too.

MAVERI CK
OCnhh, alright, party girl. | should see

you there, then.

Neveah instantly blushes and Maverick starts wal king off with
Soccer Boy.

NEVEAH
Oh- okay.
CUT TO
G RL
And it's really just been you two?
JONATHAN
Yeah. W depend on each ot her.
G RL
Well, I wouldn't be so sure she

depends on you.

JONATHAN
What do you nean? W' ve al ways been
there for each other.

A RL
Sure, you can be there for sonebody
but that doesn't nmean you have to
depend on them

Jonat han doesn't respond.

G RL (CONT' D)
Neveah is out there. Doing her thing.
Bei ng herself. And where are you?

JONATHAN
I"mright here too!



28.

A RL
Yeah, but, do you actually know where
you are? Have you found yoursel f?

JONATHAN
Uhh-, | don't think I"m| os-

A RL
Maybe it's just been you two because
you don't know how t o have anyt hi ng
el se. Are you scared?

JONATHAN
(Anxi ousl y)
What the-, what is this, palmreading
goi ng on right now.

G RL
| don't know, | could be wong, but
' mjust saying. You made her your
whol e world and | think you' ve just
been... retreating to it. Maybe you
woul dn't feel nearly as anxious if you
| earned to open yourself up to others.

Jonat han stares at her, internalizing her strange words
maki ng himconfront a truth he had been too afraid to see.

NEVEAH (V. Q.)
Jonat han!

He | ooks over to see Neveah approaching him com ng up the
bl eachers. He waves out to her. He turns back around to face
the girl only for her to have conpletely vani shed. He
urgently scans around for her.

He's able to catch a glinpse of black hair quickly ducking
behi nd the bl eachers on the far right.

NEVEAH (V. O ) (CONT' D)
Hey. ..

He turns back to face her, now sitting beside him both with
sonet hing to say.

JONATHAN NEVEAH
We gotta go to that party. We gotta go to that party.
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| NT/ EXT. JONATHAN AND NEVEAH S APARTMENTS/ PARTY HOUSE -
FRI DAY AFTERNCON

"22" by Taylor Sw ft plays.

Her and Jonat han tal k on the phone the night of the party.
She dresses in black-ripped shorts with a white top and her
shoul der hangi ng out. She layers on a few pieces of jewelry
around her neck and wists. She noisturizes down to
perfection and adds a touch of nakeup.

Jonathan is trying on a hideous new graphic tee and denim
style outfit, sonething very out of his style.

JONATHAN
(Phone on speaker)
| don't remenber agreeing to bring

them nmy stash. |'msure they' ve got
pl enty.
NEVEAH
Just a bit, please!? | had to spice it
up a bit.

Jonat han throws on a pair of shades before taking a look in
the mrror.

JONATHAN
(Phone on speaker)
| | ook ridiculous.

NEVEAH
(Laughi ng)
| told you you should ve let nme pick
your outfit in the store.

JONATHAN
Whatever. This is going to be a one-
ni ght thing, anyway.

NEVEAH
Nuh uh. You said wanted to cone, don't
front now
JONATHAN
|"'mnot. |'mal nost ready to go.
NEVEAH

Good. Cause we're gonna enjoy it.
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JONATHAN
Yeah, | sure hope so.

NEVEAH
| know so. There's ganes, new friends,
a pool...And Maveri ck!

JONATHAN
(Sarcastically)
Get ready for the night of our |ives!

CUT TO

As the lyrics "I don't know about you, but |I'mfeeling 22"

pl ays, the scene transition outside of the party house inside
one of the town houses, where the song continues blasting
frominside.

A crowd is already collecting outside and in the house.

A foam machi ne. Snoke machi ne. A group of boys chug beer from
a large kettle.

Fl ashing LED lights on the front porch and inside the
W ndows.

A boy flips on the foam machi ne and | arge bubbl es erupt.
Sonmeone el se hits the snoke machi ne.

People are on the rooftop sitting, snoking, drinking,

dancing, junping into the pool. One girl props herself beside
a large machine with themup top. It shows a red sticker

| abel i ng "ASBESTOS MACHI NE". She pulls a string and asbest os
shoots out fromthe roof.

Jonat han and Neveah approach the front | awn al ongsi de dozens

of others. They all stop right before crossing the grass and

stand frozen in their place for a few odd nonents. Then, they
snap out of it and run head first into the party.

Jonat han and Neveah remain conpletely unfazed by them

NEVEAH
kay. This is it. We're here.

Several people in the foreground choke and fall out fromthe
asbest os.

JONATHAN
Yup.
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NEVEAH
(Confidently)
And we're going in!

Neveah | eads the way up the town house steps, excusing pass
by peopl e, and opens up the front door.

They're net with the warnth of dozens of bodies as they enter
in slowmy, taking in the scene in front of them

A boy cones approaching fromthe side.

PARTY BOY 1
(Buoyant | y)
Uh ohh, | ooks |ike we've got sone new
partygoers. | don't think I've seen
you guys at one of these before,
right?

NEVEAH
Nope, trying sonething el se out
t oni ght .

PARTY BOY 1
Oh that's good, that's good. Hope you
guys aren't too easily spooked, we do
get wild at these parties sonetines,
gotta warn ya.

NEVEAH
Nah, two tough cookies right he-

Party Boy 1 junps at themboth with a scary face and his
t ongue out suddenly.

PARTY BOY 1
Rahhh.

Jonat han flinches back a bit.

PARTY BOY 1 ( CONT' D)
Look, see, | thought you were a tough
cooki e, bitch

JONATHAN
VWhat ?

PARTY BOY 1
(Sl apping his arm
Nah, I'mjust fucking with you man.
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He reaches over and grabs two shots froma nearby table and
passes themto Jonat han and Neveah.

PARTY BOY 1 (CONT' D)
Pour up, y'all.

W' ve got all night.

They hesitantly take the shots from himand give each other a
reassuring | ook before taking them down.

Their faces ball up fromthe taste as they gag and cough.

PARTY BOY 1 (CONT' D)

(Laughi ng)
C nmon, |ightweights. Don't worry,
we' || have you whi pped into shape in

no tinme. Enjoy the party, y'all!

He gives Jonat han another slap on his arm and opens the way
for them

JONATHAN
(Rubbi ng arm sarcastic)
Ahaha, thanks.

They step further into the party:

To their left, people crowd the couch, shooting dice, sitting
down by the coffee table rolling weed, and playing Call of
Duty on the TV.

To their right, people stand on countertops, crowding the
kitchen, cheering on the chuggers and playi ng cup pong.

Directly ahead, the backyard door glows fromthe pool |ights
and people are seen running and junping in.

NEVEAH
(Nervously)
VWhere should we start?

JONATHAN
(Scanni ng the room
Uhh, the couch crew seens cool, maybe.

NEVEAH
Al right, c'non

She grabs ahold of his armand they go over to the couch.
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NEVEAH ( CONT' D)

(Wavi ng)
H! |I'm Neveah.
JONATHAN
( Noddi ng)
Jonat han.

COUCH CREW ( 5)

Heyy!
BLONDE G RL

VWhat ' s up!
NEVEAH

| s there sone space with you guys?
BLONDE G RL

Yeah! Jerem ah, nove over
JEREM AH

(Scooting over and patting the

seat)
Plenty of room

Jonat han and Neveah maneuver past people sitting by the
coffee table eating and rolling weed and take a seat.

NEVEAH
Thank you. It's nice to neet you guys.
What's all your nanes?

BLONDE G RL
' m Mel ani e.

JEREM AH
Jer em ah!

BRAI DS
Jasm ne.

CURLY HAI R
Matt .

MUSCLE TEE
Andy.

Jonat han and Neveah are sat in the mddle of the couch

Mel ani e and another randomto the |left beside Neveah,
Jerem ah to the right beside Jonathan, Jasmine sits at the
coffee table rolling weed, Matt and Andy are playing a match
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of cards.

NEVEAH
Cool !
(Beat)
What have you guys been up to?

MELANI E
Ugh, finally getting sonme coke!

At that nonment, another guy cones over with three |ines of
coke on a single tray and sits it in front of Melanie on the
coffee table before wal king off.

She bends over take to take a hit.

JASM NE
(Lighting a blunt)
Honestly, waiting for the rest of the
party to arrive.

MATT
Yeah, it's gonna turn up once the rest
of the guys are here.

MELANI E
(W pi ng her nose)
Wait, hang on...

She bends over again, taking another hit to be sure.
MELANI E ( CONT' D)

(Yelling to guy)
Ughh, guys! This is crack!

JASM NE

Where are you guys, usually?
NEVEAH

Uh, we're...around. I'min a few

different clubs! | did just get kicked
fromthe band, though

ANDY
Oh wait, | actually think I recognize
you. | think we have honme ed together,
don't we?

NEVEAH

Oh ny gosh! | think I recognize you
t 0o.



ANDY
You coul d probably join nmy group for
the next project if you didn't have
one already. W chose tax evasion
tactics.

NEVEAH
Yeah, yeah! Let's do it!

MATT
Cet ready to junp ship. Andy can't
work in a group to save his life.

They all giggle at the comment, except for Jonat han.

Mel ani e takes a | ook at him

MELANI E
Jonat han! You're not saying nuch.
What's the deal, dude?

JONATHAN
Ch! Nothing. |I'mjust-

JASM NE
Qohl, we have a man of nystery in our
m dst .

JONATHAN

(Nervously chuckling)

Nah, |'mnot nysterious. Just... ny
first party, | guess!

JEREM AH

Wait, you're the new guys?

JONATHAN
Yep.

The couch crew | ook at one anot her.
Jonat han rethinks his question.

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
Wait, what do you nean?

MVELANI E
Come on, yall, | need a few nore shots
in ne!

Jonat han | ooks over in Melanie's direction when he catches
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Grl walking to the party. They spot each other and do a nod
of acknow edgenent. She wal ks off into the kitchen.

JONATHAN
Yes! Let's do nore shots.

JASM NE
Ohh, someone's made a qui ck
t ur nar ound.
5 mnutes later. Jonathan is drunk spilling a story.

They all | augh.

JEREM AH
Dude, you're sick.
NEVEAH
(Still Iaughing)
He's al ways been like this.
JASM NE
Honestly, good. Don't ever |lose it.
MELANI E
So you two been friends for a while,
huh?
JONATHAN

Yeah, since m ddl e school.

MELANI E
| nt eresting. ..

She takes a glance at Jasm ne who smles as if she's thinking
t he sane.

MELANI E ( CONT' D)
And you never once hooked up?

They both becone visibly unconfortable fromthe question.

JONATHAN
|, uh...

PARTY BOY 1
The guys have arri ved!

Everyone | ooks over as the soccer teamcones in. They bring
with themextra bottles of l|iquor, nore ganes, soccer balls,
and fireworKks.
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Neveah instantly spots Maverick

NEVEAH
(To Jonat han)
Hold it down?

JONATHAN
| got it.

She gets up fromthe couch and approaches Maverick as he
prepares hinself a drink in the kitchen.

NEVEAH
Maveri ck! Hey!

MAVERI CK
Ch, yo! Nevette?

NEVEAH
( Chuckl es)
It's Neveah

MAVERI CK
Neveah! Right. You nade it!

NEVEAH
Yeah, you know. Wouldn't mss it. |
was hoping that you' d get here soon.

MAVERI CK
VWll, here | am

CUT TGO

Jonat han and the couch crew conti nue conversi ng.

JONATHAN
| nean... It was just a one-tine
t hi ng.

COUCH CREW
AHHH!

Jonat han shushes t hem

JONATHAN
(Laughi ng)
Stop, stop, don't let her hear.

CUT TO
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NEVEAH
| did hold up ny offer..

She reaches in her pocket and pulls out an eighth. He grabs
it from her.

MAVERI CK
Qohl, "popped cherry" flavor. Thank
you! We can roll it up later.
NEVEAH
( Bl ushi ng)

Ye-yeah. W will.

MAVERI CK
But first, let's party. Yo lan, make
sure those fireworks are secure for
t he ni ght.
(Shouting out)
Let's get this show on the road!
Everybody up

CUT TGO

JEREM AH
Ready for the best night ever, man?

JONATHAN
Let's fucking do it!

| NT. PARTY - MONTAGE - CONTI NUOUS

The party turns up and rages on, noving in slow notion.
Everyone crowds the dance floor, busting out their dirtiest
noves.

The stoners, jocks, nerds, and preppy kids all mngle.

Mari juana snoke fills the room

Jonat han and Neveah hit the floor ducking and jiving.

Bottles, cups, and cans fill up the couch, counters, and
fl oors.

Jonat han and Neveah play beer pong with the couch crew. They
both m ss several shots. Andy falls over on the table,
knocki ng down all of the cups.

Jonat han and Neveah dance sone nore. Grl joins them
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Mel ani e and Jasm ne bunp boobs together as peopl e watch.
Jonat han vomits in the trashcan. Neveah taps himon his
shoul der reassuringly before she pushes himout the way to
vomt in the sane can.

Neveah waps herself with flashing LED s on the dance fl oor
as she grabs Maverick for a dance.

The frats performtheir dance.
Qut on the front |awn, the soccer team put on a match.
Jonathan and G rl share a drink and have a chat.

In the backyard, the gang all strip down in their underwear
and junp into the pool.

EXT/ I NT. PARTY - POCL - CONTI NUQUS

The couch crew and others partygoers drink, talk and snoke in
t he pool. Maverick and Neveah are tal king along the edge with

Jonathan and G rl on the opposite end, both still very drunk.
JONATHAN
After this whole time, | still don't
know your nane.
G RL
(Laughi ng)
You never asked.
JONATHAN
Well. What's your nanme?
G RL
Zuriel .
JONATHAN

My god, that's gorgeous.

ZURI EL
Aw, thank you

JONATHAN
Zuriel. Ha. Sounds like it should be
in The Gdyssey.

ZURI EL
The who?
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JONATHAN
It's this real old ancient G eek
nmyt hol ogy book. Odysseus, this | ost
ki ng, has to make his journey back
home, but his kingdomis sorta
pl anning to take his throne. It's got
all these thenmes of divine
i ntervention and-

feels hinself getting in too deep.

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
Basically what I'msaying is, it
sounds |i ke a CGoddess.

ZURI EL
That's so sweet! You're such a nerd!

JONATHAN
(Laughi ng)
Yeah.

n the nonent.

ZURI EL
" m glad you cane, you know.
Especially with what we tal ked about.

JONATHAN
Hel | yeah, ne too. | wasn't expecting
to have this nuch fun. Honestly, after
a few shots | stopped even tasting the
liquor, so it wasn't too bad to get
over.

ZURI EL
Yeah, that'll take sone of the stress
off. You aren't a drinker, really?

JONATHAN
| think | am now.

NEVEAH (V. Q)
Jonat han!

| ooks across the pool to see Neveah standing with
by the backyard door.

NEVEAH
We're gonna go upstairs, okay? You
good?
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JONATHAN
Yep. |'m good. You be good, too.

Neveah cracks a smrk and foll ows behi nd Maveri ck i nside.

ZURI EL
She's having fun tonight too, | see.

JONATHAN
| knew she woul d. She woul d' ve never
allowed it to be dull.

ZURI EL
So | can assune |'ll see you out nore
now?

He thinks for a nonent.

JONATHAN
Yeah, you just mght. | don't know,
t hough, this is all...really epic, but
I"mstill just little me. | don't
wanna bite off nore than | can chew,
you know?

ZURI EL
Yeah, | get it. But mny phil osophy
is...

She leans in closer, surprising Jonathan a bit.

ZURI EL ( CONT' D)
Every night is still young.

They | ock eye contact as they lean into each other's |ips
before closing themand | ocking their |ips.

After a nonent, they pull back, |ooking into each other's
eyes with a soft smle as the pool light enchants their
f aces.

Jonat han gags and vomts into pool.
JONATHAN
( Chuckl i ng)
Ch shit. 1'mfucked up.

Zuriel laughs out |oud and grabs hi mwhol e body and pulls him
into the pool with her in a big splash.
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JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
(Spitting water, |aughing)
Ay! Why'd you do that?

ZURI EL
(Spl ashing him
Thought it would make you feel better.

Jonat han | aughs sonme nore trying to dodge her water attacks.
He feels another throwup com ng.

JONATHAN
Nah, | think I'm gonna hurl, again.
| mma head to the bathroom Be right
back, okay!

ZURI EL
Ckay!

Jonat han stunbl es and hops out of the pool and heads back
i nside the house to find the bathroom |eaving behind his
clothes in a pile.

He pushes past people, the bright lights creating a
astigmatic effect, the nmusic sounds like it's drowning.

He's find several roonms: A gym an office, an arnory.

JONATHAN
Jesus fuck, where's the bathroont

At the end of a hall, he finds another door and goes to tw st
t he handl e. He pushes the door to see that it's janmed.

He jiggles it harder.

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
Damm t, open!

He uses bodily force, sending the door flying open and him
falling directly dowmn a flight of steps. The door shuts
behi nd him

He | ands on his face.
JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
(Rubbi ng forehead)
Ah shit. That hurt.

Jonathan, with his head still spinning, slowy stands as he
scans the room An old, dusty basenent |ined with wooden
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A mashi ng machi ne and dryer. Large
light flashing in the corner.

He decides to snoop and | ooks at various things in the room
Opening a few boxes to find soccer equi pnent,
year books.

He noves

i nvesti gate.

Upstairs,

over to the netal scraps. He kneels d

Neveah and Maverick enter into a bed

The party can still be heard raging from downs

MAVERI CK
...And this is ne.

t ext books,

own to

They | ook |ike strange parts to a machi ne.

CUT TGO

room t oget her
tairs.

Neveah | ooks around the room She catches from photos and
soccer trophies across his desk and picks one up.

NEVEAH
So what nmade the whol e soccer team
decide to live here together?

MAVERI CK
Well it's not all of us, but... |
don't know if you've noticed the
culture here is sort of divided.

NEVEAH
Yeah?

MAVERI CK
It's like all of the major players at
the school are... really conpeting

wi th one another over a hierarchy.

NEVEAH

(G ggling)
Hi erarchy?

MAVERI CK
There's really a |l ot that nakes
Uradiumwhat it is. The athletes, the
student executives, the frats,
residential, representatives; we are
what make the spirit of this school
and al nost everyone is fighting for
dom nion of it. Different groups just
stick together so they can work

( MORE)
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MAVERI CK ( CONT' D)
stronger together. That's why everyone
hosts so nmany parties. W all want to
sway the population to our own side.

NEVEAH
Holy shit, you guys have political
parties.

MAVERI CK
( Chuckl i ng)
Yeah, sonething |ike that. Even though
we all ultimtely have the sanme goa
in mnd.

NEVEAH
VWhat's that?

MAVERI CK
To party forever.

NEVEAH
(Supportive)
Oh. Cool !

Maverick takes a seat on the bed as Neveah sets the team
phot o back down. She turns and they | ook at each other in
silence for a nonent exchanging flirtatious | ooks.

NEVEAH ( CONT' D)
| really like you, Mav. | have for a
sonme time actually.

MAVERI CK

You shoul d' ve cone to ne sooner.
NEVEAH

| know | was just so... ugh.

She bl ushes and | ooks down.

NEVEAH ( CONT' D)
This is so enbarrassing.

MAVERI CK
(reaching for her arnm
No. It's alright.

He pulls her in closer to himon the bed. She stands with his
hand resting holding on her arm
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MAVERI CK ( CONT' D)
Just | ook at ne.

CUT TGO

Jonathan is etching closer to the flashing light in the
corner. He noves a netal scrap fromout the way to get to the
sour ce behi nd.

Reachi ng down, he picks up a circular nmetal device resenbling
a crown, with the flashing bulb right in the center.

He inspects inquisitively.

JONATHAN
VWhat the hell is all this stuff.

He drops the crown back down before turning to head back up
the stairs. Qut fromunder a table sticks another box,
tripping Jonathan and tipping it over.

Qut of it, comes out a nunber of polaroid photos with |abel ed
dates on them

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
Shi t.

He reaches down to pick up the photos when he stops to | ook
at them They all appear to show disturbing rituals taking
place in a dark roomwth filled with people surrounding
subjects with the same circular device around their heads.

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
Whah. What orgy is this?

He flips over the photos and reads text on the back:

Subj ect 342 Successfully Assim | ated. Forever Partygoer
Conpl et e.

Jonathan feels his heart sink in that nonent.

He flips the photo back over to internalize the words and the
i mage once nore in horror

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
They' re brai nwashi ng people into..
Partying!?

At that noment, Jonathan hears struggling at the basenent
door.
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JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
Shit, soneone's com ng.

He scranbles to pick back up the box and pl ace the photos
where they were.

He hears the basenment door open up and pairs of feet cone
descendi ng down.

Qui ckly, he ducks underneath the table beside the box.

Qut energes two soccer players. Jonathan watches as they
i nspect the basenent.

SOCCER BOY 2
Dude, what the hell, | think soneone's
been down here.

SOCCER BOY 3
VWhere's that kid, at?

Jonat han feels that the "kid" in question is him

SOCCER BOY 2
| don't know, | don't think |I've seen
him

SOCCER BOY 3

Shit, c'non. W gotta nove fast.

They both flee back upstairs. Jonathan waits a few short
nmonments before energes from underneath the table.

JONATHAN
Neveah

| NT. PARTY - CONTI NUOUS

Jonat han slowy conmes from behind the basenent door. The room
enters slow notion as he carefully maneuvers through the
crowd.

JONATHAN (V. Q.)
| s everyone here fucking brai nwashed?

CUT TGO

Maverick sits Neveah down on the bed beside him



NEVEAH
(Nervously chuckling)
Oh God. My arnpits are sweaty.
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He | aughs at her comments, which conforts her a bit.

MAVERI CK
You' re funny, you know that?
NEVEAH
Ch. | guess | can be.
MAVERI CK
|"m serious. Tell nme sonme nore about
you.
NEVEAH
Unhhh, | love cats, | nean. | study

ant hr opol ogy.
Maverick |listens closely and affectionately.

NEVEAH ( CONT' D)
MM |I'ma witer. | wite... little
poens and stuff. Save quotes to use
for later and whanot. Yeah! A few
t hi ngs about ne.

MAVERI CK
Have you ever been in |ove?

The questions stuns her a bit. She thinks on it for nore a

monment .

Making it up the stairs and onto the upper |evel,

CUT TGO

Jonat han

attenpts each door he cones across | ooking for Neveah and

Maveri ck.
He throws open anot her door.

JONATHAN
Neveah

He catches several nmen in black lingerie who inmediately stop

in their tracks when they see him

He slowy retreats back

CUT TGO
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NEVEAH
Yeah, |'ve been in | ove before.

She | ooks down and tw ddl es her thunbs.
NEVEAH ( CONT' D)

But | don't think anyone's ever been
in love with ne.

MAVERI CK
What nmakes you say that?

NEVEAH
A few of ny exes just thought... | was
too nmuch, | guess. That | was |oud and

clingy. Most people kinda just get...
sick of ne after a while. Honestly,

|"mjust waiting for the day Jonat han
is too. | feel likel'm.. losing it!

Maverick softly looks into her. He grabs her by the chin and
turns her head towards him

MAVERI CK
| don't believe for a second he'l
| eave your side.

He starts leaning in closer. Neveah feels her heart begin to
race. She leans in further.

MAVERI CK ( CONT' D)
And | think it's time you had soneone
who knows how to handle all you' ve got
to offer.

Neveah's heart warns as she and Maverick lips are just an
inch from connecti ng.

Jonat han cones bargi ng through the door, interrupting the
nmonment. They both junp up and | ook to the door.

JONATHAN
Neveah

NEVEAH
Wha- ? Jonat han! ? What're you doi ng!?

JONATHAN
Neveah, you've gotta conme with ne now.

He cones inside and goes to grab her. She pulls away.
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NEVEAH
Jonat han, what the hell!

MAVERI CK
Everything al right, man?

JONATHAN

Yeah, yeah. Al cool. Neveah. Just a
wor d, please.

Neveah sees the concern in his eyes and reluctantly |istens.

NEVEAH
UGH Fi ne.
(Turns to Maveri ck)
Maverick, |I'mso sorry, please can you

just give ne a second?

MAVERI CK
Yeah, sure. Go head.

Jonat han pulls Neveah into the hallway with him She
i medi ately snaps at him

NEVEAH
What the fuck is this! You re fucking
nmy hookup up!

JONATHAN
No, I'm saving you! This place is a

fucking trap

NEVEAH
Atrap-!? W were having fun. You were
havi ng fun. What is happening, right
now.

JONATHAN
| was! | saw sonet hi ng-

Jonat han sees the soccer boys fromthe basenent com ng up the
steps. He hurriedly grabs Neveah's arm again and pulls her
into a roomat the end of the hall.

They're hidden in a snmall, storage closet with Iight com ng
in through a wi ndow facing out to the backyard.

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
There's people | ooking for us right
now, Neveah! This whole party... it's
a set up! They're brai nwashi ng peopl e
( MORE)
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JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
into partying!

NEVEAH
What are you tal ki ng about!? No, no,
no, | think you need sone nore al cohol

in you. O maybe you had too nuch,
actually. Sonmething's getting to you.

Neveah opens the storage door and begins to wal k out.
Jonathan tries to stop her, but he nmakes hinself visible as
the soccer boys continue domn t he hal l way, spotting both of
t hem

Neveah sees as their faces fill with pure intent. They cane
rushing forward. She stops in her tracks and ducks back
behi nd t he door, pushing Jonathan. She slans it shut and

Il ocks it, still holding onto the doorknob.

NEVEAH ( CONT' D)
What the fuck!? Way did they just do
that!?

JONATHAN
| told you! They want to turn us into
forever partygoers. Everyone here is
br ai nwashed!

The boys start bangi ng on the door. Neveah screans as she
junps back, letting go off the door knob.

NEVEAH
Oh ny God! Oh ny God! What do we do?

Neveah steps back further as they continue to bang until she
feel s sonet hing underneath her foot. Both her and Jonat han
| ook down.

JONATHAN NEVEAH
Fi r ewor ks! Fi r ewor ks!

A large pile of fireworks sit at their feet. They look to
each other, both with the sanme bright idea. Jonathan reaches
down and grabs a pack.

JONATHAN
We need gas or sonet hing!

They both quickly search the m scellaneous itens scattered
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about the room

Tossing things about, Neveah finally finds a bottle of PINK
SAUCE

NEVEAH
This'Il work!

She dunps the bottle on all of the fireworks. Jonathan finds
a lighter.

He picks up a handful of fireworks in his hand and flicks on
the lighter.

JONATHAN
St and back.

Neveah takes a few steps back and Jonat han faces the door,
the boys still banging. He slowly unl ocks the door.

Once in final position, he kicks the door open with all of
his mght, a | oud BANG The boys go flying back.

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
Eat! Literal! Shit!

He throws all of the fireworks in his hand at them and tosses
the lighter, igniting the entire upper |evel and detonating a
firework show.

SOCCER BOY 2
Holy shit!

Several others energe fromthe roons and screans can be heard
comng fromdownstairs

Maverick cones fromout of the bedroom and | ocks eyes with
Neveah, separated by the intense fire.

MAVERI CK
And what are you supposed to do now?

Jonat han and Neveah slowy step back, realizing the sticky
situation they are in. Neveah cl oses the door back and turns
behi nd her to | ook out the w ndow.

NEVEAH
We gotta junp!

JONATHAN
VWhat ! ?
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NEVEAH
W have no choi ce!

Neveah gears herself to | eap out of the w ndow.
Jonat han | ooks up at the large curtain above it.

JONATHAN
we'll clinb!

Neveah stops and | ooks above her.

NEVEAH
Oh.

They quickly grab the curtain off the w ndow and open it up.
They throw it down |like a tarp.

JONATHAN
' m gonna have to hold it for you. Co!

NEVEAH
Wo! kay.

First, she throws sparklers down on the grounds. She props
herself on the window, then grips tightly onto the |arge
curtain. She slowy eases herself down as Jonathan keeps his
feet planted, hol ding her steady.

Everyone in the backyard watches the scene.

NEVEAH ( CONT' D)
(Makes it to the ground)
C non!

Jonat han | ooks urgently to find sonmething to hold the curtain
steady as he goes down. He waps it around the bar on of the
shel ves before propping hinmself onto the wi ndow to clinb
down.

He nervously eases hinself down, taking nmuch |onger than
Neveah did.

NEVEAH ( CONT' D)
Hurry, hurry!

JONATHAN
I'"'mtrying!

Maverick and the other soccer boys enter the backyard through
the downstairs, |ooking up to watch Jonathan. Neveah grabs
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t he sparklers and points them defensively.
Shortly, the knot starts to unravel and the curtain falls.

Jonat han slips and hits the ground with a bounce and he rolls
wi th his head | anding inside the pool, though he quickly
recovers.

The outro to "By Your Side" by Sade pl ays.

NEVEAH
Jonat han! You okay!

JONATHAN
( Coughi ng)
Nugh. .. Yeah!

He gets up and stands besi de Neveah, grabbing a few of the
sparkl ers from her

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
(Flailing his arns)
Back up! Al of you! We're not afraid
to use em

Jonathan turns to see Zuriel still in the pool. She smles
and gives a mani acal wave to him The couch crew right beside
her .

MELANI E
You know | really | oved neeting you
guys. But... I"'mreally gonna | ove the

new you even nore.

MAVERI CK
There's no point resisting. Just |et
us conformyou into our society.
You're already a part of Uradium Wy
not embrace it. You both can thrive

here. ..
H's chilling words tingles their spines.
MAVERI CK ( CONT' D)
For ever.

They | ook to each other. They nod in agreenent.

JONATHAN NEVEAH
FUCK! YOU! FUCK!  YQOU!
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"Oh, when you're cold. I'll be there. By your side, baby"

In a slow notion sequence, they slide the sparklers across
the ground and they burst with flames and |ight. Toget her
with their battle cries, they charge through the crowd,
pushi ng past them every single person to make it through the
house.

| nsi de the house, they junp over people |eaping at their
feet.

They duck as people try to attack themfromthe countertops.

They wave their sparklers to and fro, forcing people fromin
front of them

At the door, Jonathan punches Party Boy 1 out of the way and
opens up the door. G abbing onto Neveah's arm they both
charge down the flight of steps.

A net is thrown and is seen ensnaring Jonathan's feet,
tripping himand | anding himin the grass. Neveah stunbles
overtop of him but is able to keep upright. She turns her
back slightly to see Jonathan on the ground and the crowd
dangerously cl ose. Regardl ess, she turns back for him and
grabs ahol d of his hand.

NEVEAH ( CONT' D)
(Sl ow not i on)
Jonat han!

In an effort to pick Jonathan up, the party crowd circles
t hem bot h. Neveah is overpowered and thrown to the ground.
They fight, trying to kick and punch and scream

Jonat han and Neveah's arns are seen reaching up fromthe
crowd and being slowy pulled down.

A wi de shot from above shows the upper |evel of the house in
flames and fireworks still ablaze with the party now noved
onto the front |awn.

Cut to black

| NT. MORNI NG - ANOTHER DAY

Jonat han and Neveah stand side by side in an enpty hall way.
They face forward towards a door. They dawn bl ank, w de-eyed
expr essi ons.

Slowmy, their heads turn toward one another to |l ook directly



at each other. They slowy nod, then slowy faces back
forward

Jonat han kneel s down out of frame and is heard setting a
pi ece of paper on the ground. He slowy rises back up.

Toget her, they knock three tines.

Cut to bl ack.
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