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Student Research Positions

ABOUT THE LAB: The Child Health and Behavior Lab, directed by Dr. Deborah Drabick, examines how factors specific to the child, such as cognitive functioning and personality, interact with the child’s many contexts, such as family, school, and neighborhood, to influence emotional and social adjustment. We are hoping to understand what factors place children at risk for later emotional and behavioral problems, as well as what factors may protect children from later problems and contribute to their success and positive development. We currently have two research projects.

Coping Power Program. Adaptations of evidence-based practice in community settings have received little attention. This issue is particularly problematic among youth who reside in low income, urban neighborhoods, who are at risk for emotional and behavioral difficulties likely stemming from contextual circumstances, and who have limited access to effective intervention services. For this project, we conduct school-based assessments evaluating (a) neurodevelopmental and contextual factors that may predict intervention outcomes; and (b) an adapted version of the Coping Power program, a cognitive-behavioral intervention shown to reduce behavior problems among children. Children are assessed pre- and post-intervention using neurodevelopmental (e.g., memory, verbal abilities) and contextual (e.g., peer, neighborhood) measures. Youth participate in the group-based Coping Power program, designed to teach anger management, learn perspective-taking and social problem-solving techniques, and make improvements toward social goals.
Risk and resilience among youth of caregivers living with HIV. As a developmental period, adolescence is associated with normative increases in risk taking, sensation seeking, autonomy from parents, and focus on peer relationships. For many adolescents, these changes are associated with positive psychosocial adjustment; however, some adolescents experience increases in psychological symptoms and social difficulties. Less is known about family processes that confer risk or resilience for positive outcomes, particularly among adolescents of parents living with HIV who often experience challenges specific to HIV (e.g., stigma, decreased access to care) and among families who experience health disparities and are minoritized. This study addresses these gaps by examining youth neurocognitive and psychosocial processes among adolescents of parents living with HIV. Aims are to (a) identify risk and resilience factors among youth and within the family system that are associated with youth psychological symptoms and positive adjustment, and (b) examine whether child-specific factors moderate the relation between family functioning and youth psychological symptoms and positive adjustment. 

SUMMARY OF UNDERGRADUATE OPPORTUNITIES
Typical Undergraduate Duties  

Undergraduates in the lab perform some administrative duties, assist in assessments and data collection among children, facilitate interventions for children with behavior problems, and perform data entry and analysis. They also attend and present at our weekly lab meeting.  
Who Should Apply  

Assisting in research in our lab is best suited for students who are interested in learning more about clinical and developmental psychology, community-based participatory research, steps involved with conducting clinical research, and working with children with emotional or behavioral difficulties.  
Qualifications Students Must Meet
Interest in clinical or developmental psychology

Excellent interpersonal, problem-solving, and organizational skills

Psychology or Neuroscience major GPA of 3.5 or greater 
Minimum of 10 hour/week commitment to the lab  
Minimum of 1 year (2 semesters) commitment to the lab  
Dependable and reliable 
Types of Positions
COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH: Students will earn 3 credits for 9 hours of work per week in the laboratory. Collaborative research in the laboratory will count toward the Collaborative Research course credit (PSYC 3791, 3891, 4791, or 4891).     

HONORS: Students who have been accepted into the Psychology Honors Program are invited to work in the lab. In addition to the duties described above, students will design and present a project based on data collected in our lab. This position is for a minimum of 9 hours per week, with a minimum of 1.5 (preferably 2) year commitment to the lab. 

VOLUNTEER: Students may volunteer in the lab. This position is for a minimum of 9 hours per week with extremely flexible scheduling. 
Contact Information 
Interested students should complete the student research application and send it to Dr. Drabick (ddrabick@temple.edu) and the Undergraduate Coordinator, May Albee (may.albee@temple.edu).
Temple University Child Health and Behavior Lab
Deborah Drabick, PhD, Director

May Albee, MA, Undergraduate Coordinator

Student Research Application

Name: 

Email:

Phone:

Overall Grade Point Average:

Major: 
Major GPA:
Expected Year of Graduation:

1. Indicate your interest (Collaborative Research, Honors, Volunteer):

2. Semesters you would like to work in the lab (at least 2 semesters required):

3. List psychology courses you have taken and your grades:

4. List statistics courses you have taken and your grades:

5. Why do you want to work in the lab? What do you hope to gain from the experience? How would the experience relate to your future plans/career goals?

6. Describe any work or volunteer experiences with children and/or adolescents:
7. Describe any experiences conducting assessments or working with individuals in group settings (e.g., teacher’s aide, camp counselor):
8. Indicate your proficiency and experience with the following computer skills (if you select proficiency or expertise, please describe your experiences further below this table):

	Computer Skill
	No experience
	Proficiency*
	Expertise*

	MS Office
	
	
	

	Google Drive
	
	
	

	Spreadsheets
	
	
	

	Social Media and Web Skills
	
	
	

	Coding/Programming
	
	
	

	REDCap
	
	
	

	SPSS
	
	
	

	R statistical software
	
	
	

	Mplus statistical software
	
	
	


*Describe your experiences:

9. List 2 references (name and email address) and your role/position with them:
