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Department of Economics, Temple University
Fall 2026: Econ 3598 Section 001 CRN 26362, 3 credit hours
Instructor: Dr. Dimitrios Diamantaras, Associate Professor of Economics
Email: dimitrios.diamantaras@temple.edu
Class meets TR 12:30pm – 1:45pm in Gladfelter 247
Course Overview
This is the economics capstone course for Temple undergraduates. It is required for all Economics and Mathematical Economics majors regardless of their school or college. It is strongly recommended for students with other majors who plan to work or go to graduate school in an economics-related area. The purpose of the course is to teach students how to plan, carry out, present, and then write up a data-driven research project of their own design.
Prerequisites
Must be enrolled in one of the following Classes: Senior 90 to 119 Credits, Senior/Fifth Year 120+ Credits.
Minimum grade of C- in (ECON 3501 or ECON 3701), (ECON 3502 or ECON 3702), and (ECON 3503 or ECON 3703)
Lastly, and perhaps most importantly, students must have the self-discipline to complete an independent economics research project on their own. 
Students wishing to enroll who lack one or more of these requirements should consult with me no later than the first day of class.
The focus of Economics 3598 is on doing economics rather than reading about it. Therefore, there are no tests and no assigned readings other than the materials handed out in class. Students will assemble the articles and books needed for their project as it progresses. In the course of their work, students will acquire a great deal of specific knowledge about their chosen topic. They will also have the opportunity to practice a set of general skills that are important in the job market: thinking creatively, assembling a data set, performing statistical analyses, drawing conclusions from quantitative results, making presentations, writing clearly, and attending to details.
The class will meet in its assigned room for most, but not all, of its regularly scheduled days. Dates when it will not meet are indicated in the tentative course schedule below. In the event that there is a change in any of these dates, students will be notified in a timely fashion via Canvas. Class time will be devoted to teaching (my responsibility) and practicing (yours) the skills needed to carry out a successful research project. Specific activities will include lectures (usually on statistical, theoretical, or methodological subjects), class exercises, discussion, guest speakers, student presentations, silent reading, quizzes, and feedback on student work. Attendance will be taken using daily quizzes and other means, and it will be a component in the computation of final grades.
The success of the course depends primarily on the intelligence, creativity, and effort that students bring to their projects when they are working on their own. For this reason, student-instructor interaction outside of class is more important than in most other courses. Students with questions or problems should feel free to send me an e-mail at any time. If you prefer more personal communication, don’t hesitate to email me and come to see me in office hours (see below).
Some class materials will be posted on Canvas. Information on Temple University policies regarding incompletes, students with disabilities, academic honesty, and student rights is presented in the Appendix of this document.
Office Hours and Contact Information
[bookmark: _9k7zdcewjr0r]My office is in Gladfelter Hall 244. Here are my office hours for this semester:
Tuesday	11:00am – 12:00pm 
Wednesday 	11:00am – 12:00pm and 2:00pm – 4:00pm
Office hours may be preempted by meetings; I will announce such events ahead of time on Canvas and offer alternative times. Students can also request to meet with me outside my office hours and are encouraged to do so. Such requests should be submitted via email to dimitrios.diamantaras@temple.edu at least 48 hours in advance of the desired time.
How class will meet
Class meetings are specified for this course every Tuesday and Thursday from 12:30pm to 1:45pm in person. We will have meetings every week in this time slot, except that in the second half of the course some class meetings will be used to discuss students’ projects individually. Before every regular class meeting, a set of slides will be available. I require that before each one of the class meetings all students will have looked at the slides and will have skimmed the reading assignment. This class meeting time will be devoted to clarifying material in the slides, as well as working through examples and exercises.
Attendance and your health
To achieve course learning goals, students must attend and participate in classes, according to the course requirements. However, if you have tested positive for or are experiencing symptoms of a contagious illness, you should not come to campus or attend in-person classes or activities. It is the student’s responsibility to contact me to create a plan for participation and engagement in the course as soon as you can do so, and to make a plan to complete all assignments in a timely fashion.




Expectations for class conduct
It is important to foster a respectful and productive learning environment that includes all students in our diverse community of learners. Our differences, some of which are outlined in the University's nondiscrimination statement, will add richness to this learning experience. Therefore, all opinions and experiences, no matter how different or controversial they may be perceived, must be respected in the tolerant spirit of academic discourse. 
Treat your classmates and instructor with respect in all communication, class activities, and meetings. You are encouraged to comment, question, or critique an idea but you are not to attack an individual. Please consider that sarcasm, humor and slang can be misconstrued in online interactions and generate unintended disruptions. Profanity should be avoided as should the use of all capital letters when composing responses in discussion threads, which can be construed as “shouting” online. Remember to be careful with your own and others’ privacy. In general, have your behavior mirror how you would like to be treated by others.
Technology Specifications for this Course
To participate in this course, you will need a laptop or desktop computer (with a microphone and camera if we are forced online), as well as a stable WiFi connection. A tablet, such as an iPad or one of the Surface tablets offered by Microsoft, would also suffice, but a laptop or desktop is recommended. Several aspects of this course, including recording your own videos for posting on Canvas as may be required for some assignments, are easier to deal with using a smartphone. A browser such as Chrome or Firefox (the latest version) is also required.
· Limited resources are available for students who do not have the technology they need for class. Students with educational technology needs, including no computer or camera or insufficient Wifi-access, should submit a Student Technology Assistance Application located in TUPortal and linked from the Dean of Students Support and Resources webpage. The university will endeavor to meet needs, such as with a long-term loan of a laptop or Mifi device, a refurbished computer, or subsidized internet access. Internet Essentials from Comcast provides the option to purchase a computer for $150 and high-speed Internet service for $9.95 a month, plus tax. The Emergency Broadband Benefit (EBB) is available to purchase Xfinity, Verizon, T-Mobile, and other internet services. Qualified households can receive a temporary monthly credit of up to $50/month toward their Internet service and leased Internet equipment until the program's funding runs out. 
· On-campus computer labs have resumed normal operations and are available for student use. 

Note that some software is available for free download on the ITS Academic Support page. Other specialty software may be available for remote access through ITS.
All Temple students and faculty are bound to observe Temple University Technology and Software Usage Policy, found here: https://secretary.temple.edu/sites/secretary/files/policies/04.71.11.pdf.


Requirements and Grading
There is no required text and all materials for the course will be open-access or lecture notes and other material that will be provided via Canvas. Therefore, there is no financial outlay required for materials for this course.
Original research is hard and often frustrating work. Some projects, no matter how well-conceived and well-executed, end up yielding unsatisfactory results. You will therefore not be graded on whether your project “succeeds” or “fails” but rather on the quality of the research as manifested in your writings and presentations. To achieve high quality you must put in substantial effort. As is in all production settings, there is a close relationship between input and output. Among other things, this means that you should begin your research early, work steadily through the semester, and leave enough time at the end of the term to write up your results in a careful and professional manner. I repeat that you should feel free to schedule meetings with me within or without office hours as needed, and preferably not at the last moment before a draft or a presentation is due.
Your grade in this course depends on your performance in multiple areas.  It is possible to write a very good final draft but do poorly in the class if you ignore other aspects of the course. The weight of each area is as follows (the dates in the following table may be adjusted a little depending on our progress through the material). Early submissions of the project proposal, first draft, and final draft are allowed.

Table 1 Grade shares of activities
	Activity
	Percentage of Final Grade
	Due Date

	Research Exercise
	5
	September 10

	Modeling Exercise
	5
	September 10

	Econometrics Exercise
	5
	September 17

	Project Proposal
	5
	September 18

	First Presentation
	5
	To Be Scheduled

	First Draft
	18
	October 23

	Final Presentation
	14
	To Be Scheduled

	Final Draft
	40
	December 3

	Attendance
	3
	Weekly



Course Grading scheme

Table 2 Grading scheme
	A 
	100 % 
	to 94.0% 

	A- 
	< 94.0 % 
	to 90.0% 

	B+ 
	< 90.0 % 
	to 87.0% 

	B 
	< 87.0 % 
	to 84.0% 

	B- 
	< 84.0 % 
	to 80.0% 

	C+ 
	< 80.0 % 
	to 77.0% 

	C 
	< 77.0 % 
	to 74.0% 

	C- 
	< 74.0 % 
	to 70.0% 

	D+ 
	< 70.0 % 
	to 67.0% 

	D 
	< 67.0 % 
	to 64.0% 

	D- 
	< 64.0 % 
	to 61.0% 

	F 
	< 61.0 % 
	to 0.0% 


Project Proposal
An overview of the proposed project. This should include a statement of your hypothesis, discussion of at least one related journal article in the professional economics literature, a description of the data to be used to test the hypothesis, and citations/references for both the article(s) and the data. Physical description: title page, 1-2 text pages, reference page. Electronic submission on Canvas by September 18.
First Presentation
A 5 minute non-PowerPoint presentation describing in general terms the proposed project. Given during Weeks 5-6.
First Draft
A detailed first draft of the first four sections of the paper: Introduction, Literature Review, Hypothesis and Model, Data. Physical description: title page, 5-8 text pages, reference page, database attachment. Electronic submission via Canvas due on Friday October 23 at 5:00 pm.
Final Presentation
A 15 minute professional PowerPoint presentation that provides an overview of the study and summarizes the main results. Given during Weeks 12-15.
Final Draft
A polished professional paper. Physical description: title page, 12-16 text pages including tables (paper length limits will be enforced), reference page(s), database and computer output attachments. An electronic copy is due by Thursday, December 3, our last class meeting of the semester, at 5:00 pm.
Attendance
I expect you to be attentively present in class. I will take attendance in all classes. An absence when a classmate is presenting will count as two absences.
A Final Thought
Unlike most of the courses you have taken at Temple, this one asks you to produce a major piece of high-quality original work that is yours and yours alone. Please make every effort to take advantage of this opportunity. You will not regret it.

Student Support Services 
The following academic support services are available to support you: 
Student Success Center 
University Libraries 
Undergraduate Research Support 
Career Center 
Tuttleman Counseling Services
Disability Resources and Services 
If you are experiencing food insecurity or financial struggles, Temple provides resources and support. Notably, the Temple University Cherry Pantry and the Temple University Emergency Student Aid Program are in operation as well as a variety of resources from the Office of Student Affairs. 

Class Schedule
The dates shown below for specific topics/activities should be regarded as preliminary; changes are likely as the course evolves through the semester. I will keep you informed of any such changes via class and Canvas announcements and e-mail messages. Don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.
• Weeks 1-2: How to do an Empirical Economics Research Project. Regular class meetings. Lectures followed by quizzes. Guest speaker, librarian Fred Rowland, presenting how to do library research and use library databases (9/3, for about half an hour at the end of class).
• Weeks 3-4: Overview of Econometrics. Regular class meetings. Lectures followed by quizzes. Possibly a guest speaker. A presentation schedule will be given out in Week 4.
Project proposal due by 10:00 pm on Friday, 9/18. Submit electronically on Canvas. 
• Weeks 5-6: First Presentations. Regular class meetings. Six or seven 5 minute presentations with discussion in each class period. Remaining time devoted to lecture followed by quiz. Attendance required.
• Week 7: Miscellaneous Topics 1. Regular class meetings. Lecture and discussion followed by quiz. 
• Week 8: Required Office or Online Meetings 1. No regular class meeting. Each student must meet with me on Zoom or in GH 244 for a 20-30 minute progress report/discussion of his/her project. A schedule will be given out in Week 7. Required.
• Week 9: Required Office or Online Meetings 2. No regular class meeting. Each student must meet with me on Zoom or in GH 244 for a 20-30 minute progress report/discussion of his/her project. A schedule will be given out in Week 7. First draft (first four sections only) due Friday, October 23. Submission on Canvas. Required.
• Week 10 (10/27): Miscellaneous Topics 2. Regular class meeting. Lectures and discussion followed by quizzes. Schedule of final presentations given out.
• Week 11 (11/3): Required Office or Online Meetings 3. No regular class meeting. Each student must meet with me to give a 20-30 progress report.
• Weeks 12-15: Final Presentations. Regular class meetings. Two to three 15-17 minute presentations per class period with the remaining time devoted to discussion and evaluation. A schedule will be given out in Week 10. Students should practice their presentations 17 times before they give it (don’t think I am joking; for one thing, 17 is a beautiful prime number). Attendance required. No class meets November 23-29 (Fall Break and Thanksgiving recess). Final draft (electronic) due Thursday, December 3 at 5:00 pm, our last class meeting of the semester. (Temple's official last day of classes for the term is Monday, December 7; this course does not meet that day.)
APPENDIX
Course policy on Generative Artificial Intelligence
Generative AI tools, such as Claude, Gemini, ChatGPT and the like, are software applications that can create text, code, graphics, audio, and video in response to requests made by the user in natural language, in conversational style. They can be useful in your studies and for our class the most useful would be Claude, so I focus on it from now on. There are also academically-oriented search engines such as Consensus and Elicit.
Before the rules, I must caution you: these tools are based on Large Language Models, which are Machine Learning predictive software applications that have been trained on truly gigantic amounts of text that was scraped from the Internet and other sources. This has murky implications regarding intellectual property. Authors have already sued the creators of some of these tools for using their writings in training the models without compensation. Eventually, the justice system will rule on this question, but you should know that the question is open right now, so you may decide that using such a tool is unethical and so stay away from it. I will not impose the use of these tools in our class for your work developing your paper, but I will give you advice on how to do this well, and I will have a few other assignments that use these tools so that you can become familiar with their capabilities and limits. The kind of use I will teach you for our class has nothing to do with asking AI to create materials for you; rather, it is how to use Claude to get help in literature searches and in doing statistical analysis for your term paper.
In this course and in general, you should be aware that the text prompts you give these systems are sent to the software for further training. This means that you are working to improve the systems, without being paid for it. On the other hand, the systems frequently offer you valuable outputs but with the ever-present possibility that they will present made-up information as true with great confidence, so caution is imperative in using them.
	Temple libraries has a guide to AI tools at 
https://guides.temple.edu/c.php?g=1331776&p=9808350. 
	This document is also very good — read it and follow its advice: Best Practices for Using AI for your Essay. One excellent piece of advice in this document is on using Zotero (which is not an AI application, but rather an excellent open-source bibliography manager). Do not overlook this advice or you will find yourself needlessly typing and formatting citations and references in your papers in our class and in your other classes.
I have decided on the following rules for use of AI tools in our class. The rules are adapted from rules suggested by Temple’s Center for the Advancement of Teaching.
 	The use of generative AI tools (e.g., Claude, Gemini, ChatGPT, Dall-e, etc.) is permitted in this course for the following activities:
· Brainstorming and refining your ideas, including by having the AI criticize them;
· Fine tuning your research questions;
· Receiving step-by-step guidance for conducting statistical analysis;
· Finding information on your topic;
· Drafting an outline to organize your thoughts; and
· Checking grammar and style.

	The use of generative AI tools is not permitted in this course for the following activities:
· Impersonating you in classroom contexts, such as by using the tool to compose discussion board prompts assigned to you or content that you put into a Zoom chat.
· Completing group work that your group has assigned to you, unless it is mutually agreed upon that you may utilize the tool.
· Writing a draft of a writing assignment.
· Writing entire sentences, paragraphs or papers to complete class assignments.
 
You are responsible for the information you submit based on an AI query (for instance, that it does not violate intellectual property laws, or contain misinformation or unethical content). 
Your use of AI tools must be properly documented and cited in order to stay within university policies on academic honesty. For example, document every prompt you use and every response you get and supply this with your assignment for which you used the AI tool (make this documentation into an appendix, which will not count against page-length rules). You should check carefully every reference or fact that AI offers you, since AI tools are known to sometimes make things up, maybe spectacularly wrongly.
Any assignment that is found to have used generative AI tools in unauthorized ways will receive a zero grade. I will not use automated detection tools for AI use, however; I will endeavor to reach a conclusion with the student and ideally prevent any issues before they arise. When in doubt about permitted usage, please ask for clarification.
A good economics paper can be your ticket to a good job right after graduation—I caught up with a 2023 economics alum recently who told me about how the term paper she wrote for the economics capstone course helped her have an edge in the interview process that ultimately resulted in a job offer that she accepted. Our class is not the capstone, but every good essay your write in economics will have great value in your job search in the economics and related fields, as long as you did all the work for the paper, know it inside-and-out, and can explain it well in interviews.
Incompletes
Temple’s policy on grades of “incomplete” (I) governs this course. A grade of I can only be given under the following conditions:
* The student is not able to finish some assignment(s) before the end of the semester for reasons outside his/her control.
* The student has completed a majority of the coursework at a passing level.
If under these circumstances the student wishes to receive an I grade, s/he must work out an arrangement with the instructor for completing the work. The specific requirements are given at the following university address: http://policies.temple.edu/getdoc.asp?policy_no=02.10.13 
Disability Statement
Please bear in mind that COVID-19 may result in a need for new or additional accommodations. Students should seek out assistance from DRS. Any student who has a need for accommodation based on the impact of a documented disability should contact Disability Resources and Services (DRS) located in the Howard Gittis Student Center South, 4th Floor at (215) 204-1280 or 215-204-1786 (TTY) or drs@temple.edu, to request accommodations and learn about the resources available to you. If you have a DRS accommodation letter to share with me, or you would like to discuss your accommodations, please contact me as soon as practical. I will work with you and with DRS to coordinate reasonable accommodations for all students with documented disabilities. All discussions related to your accommodations will be confidential. Accommodations are not retroactive.
Statement on Academic Freedom
Freedom to teach and freedom to learn are inseparable facets of academic freedom. The University has adopted a policy on Student and Faculty Academic Rights and Responsibilities (Policy # 03.70.02) which can be accessed at 
http://policies.temple.edu/getdoc.asp?policy_no=03.70.02.

Course Policies
Academic dishonesty is reprehensible and I will punish it severely by referring the student for University disciplinary action and giving a zero grade for the exam or assignment involved. Please refer to the Student Code of Conduct, which can be found at http://studentconduct.temple.edu/, and to the Student Responsibilities document for details about academic dishonesty, which can be found at http://studentconduct.temple.edu/conduct-process. The following text in italics is quoted verbatim from the Temple University bulletin for 2006—2007 and it clarifies what the University’s (and my) expectation is regarding academic integrity and honesty.
Temple University believes strongly in academic honesty and integrity. Plagiarism and academic cheating are, therefore, prohibited. Essential to intellectual growth is the development of independent thought and a respect for the thoughts of others. The prohibition against plagiarism and cheating is intended to foster this independence and respect.
Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of another person's labor, another person's ideas, another person's words, another person's assistance. Normally, all work done for courses -- papers, examinations, homework exercises, laboratory reports, oral presentations -- is expected to be the individual effort of the student presenting the work. Any assistance must be reported to the instructor. If the work has entailed consulting other resources -- journals, books, or other media -- these resources must be cited in a manner appropriate to the course. It is the instructor's responsibility to indicate the appropriate manner of citation. Everything used from other sources -- suggestions for organization of ideas, ideas themselves, or actual language -- must be cited. Failure to cite borrowed material constitutes plagiarism. Undocumented use of materials from the World Wide Web is plagiarism.
Academic cheating is, generally, the thwarting or breaking of the general rules of academic work or the specific rules of the individual courses. It includes falsifying data; submitting, without the instructor's approval, work in one course which was done for another; helping others to plagiarize or cheat from one's own or another's work; or actually doing the work of another person.
Policy on Religious Holidays: If a student will be observing any religious holidays this semester which will prevent the student from attending a regularly scheduled class or interfere with fulfilling any course requirement, I will offer the student an opportunity to make up the class or course requirement if the student makes arrangements by informing me of the dates of the religious holidays in question within two weeks of the beginning of the semester (or three days before any holidays which fall within the first two weeks of class).
Student Rights
Temple students have rights as well as responsibilities. These govern (among other things) course content, syllabi, course feedback forms, privacy, faculty office hours, grievances, and disability accommodations. For more information go to: http://bulletin.temple.edu/undergraduate/about-temple-university/student-rights/.

Final version 2026-08-24


1

