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What is Public History? 
 
Public history is an interdisciplinary form of scholarship practiced as public service. Public historians 
help create historical knowledge by sharing authority and inquiry with a variety of partners, including 
audiences, museum professionals, preservationists, business leaders, and others. Public historians are 
trained, first and foremost, as historians –to conduct research, to craft interpretations, and to write well. 
However, public historians must also be prepared to work collaboratively with partners for whom an 
understanding of history can have immediate practical 
implications. Public historians produce original interpretations that build bridges between scholarship and 
everyday life by respecting the ways in which their partners and audiences use history, and by balancing 
professional authority against community needs.1 
 
Course Description 
 
This course introduces the practical considerations and theoretical issues concerning the public 
management, ownership, and interpretation of historical resources. Emphasis is placed on issues such as 
resource management policy, museum practice, historical preservation, historical society governance, 
digital history, and other facets of the dissemination of public memory. We will find out who manages 
our shared heritage and determine how historians can best contribute to the formulation and preservation 
of a shared past.  
 
During fall 2018, this course will consider all of these issues through the lens of a public history project 
oriented around the so-called “Burk Mansion” at 1500 N. Broad St.  The building, owned by Temple 
University, though long unused, has been identified by the Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia 
as requiring an updated statement of historical significance.  We will work together to draft that 
statement, but also to imagine a new future for the Burk Mansion and to identify steps that your 
predecessors might take toward making that future a reality.  
 
Course Objectives 
 

• Identify key themes and issues bearing on the practice of public history. 
• Become familiar with major scholarship concerning public history. 
• Understand multiple facets of public history practice including organizational hierarchies. 

                                                      
1 “What is Public History?” compliments of Denise Meringolo. 

mailto:scbrug@temple.edu
mailto:abigail.gruber@temple.edu
http://www.umbc.edu/history/Profiles/Meringolo.html
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• Meet public history professionals practicing in Philadelphia and beyond. 
• Develop project management and public presentation skills. 
• Learn to collaborate with project partners. 
• Explore new media solutions to common public history problems. 

 
Course Requirements: 
 
Readings:  Course readings will include a variety of books, essays, and audiovisual documents.  The 
following books will be read in full and therefore must be purchased.  All other documents will be made 
available in class. 

 
Hurley, Andrew, Beyond Preservation: Using Public History to Revitalize Inner Cities (Philadelphia: 

Temple University Press, 2010) [ISBN: 978-1439902295]. 
 
Kelman, Ari, A Misplaced Massacre: Struggling Over the Memory of Sand Creek (Cambridge: 

Harvard University Press, 2015). [ISBN: 9780674503786] 
 
Kelland, Lara Leigh, Clio’s Foot Soldiers: Twentieth-Century U.S. Social Movements and Collective 

Memory (Amherst: UMass Press, 2018). [ISBN: 978-1625343437] 
 

Kyvig, David E. and Myron A. Marty, Nearby History: Exploring the Past Around You (New York: 
AltaMira Press, 2010). [ISBN: 978-0759113008] 

 
Peers, Laura and Thomas A. Mason, eds., Playing Ourselves (New York: AltaMira Press, 2007). 

[ISBN: 9780759110625] 
 
Serrell, Beverly, Exhibit Labels: An Interpretive Approach (New York: Rowman & Littlefield, 2015). 

[ISBN: 9781442249035] 
 

Tyson, Amy, The Wages of History: Emotional Labor on Public History’s Front Lines (Amherst: 
University of Massachusetts Press, 2013) [ISBN 978-1625340245]. 

 
User Accounts:  Our collaborative work will require that all students have active user accounts with a 
variety of online utilities.  A Google account is absolutely necessary.  Go here to create once.  Some of 
the applications we might use include Blogger, Dropbox, Google Drive, and Facebook.   
 
Course Grade: 
 
Students will be assessed through weekly writing assignments, short papers, class participation, and 
contributions to a semester-long group project.  Failure to complete all assignments will translate into a 
grade of F for the course.  Course grades will be calculated as follows: 

 
Assignment Possible 

Points 

…where… 

Total Points Course Grade 

Data Dump 15 0-59 = F[ail] 
Research Blog 25 60-69 = D 
Midterm Roundup 20 70-79 = C 
Final Project 20 80-89 = B 
Participation 20 90-100 = A 
Total Possible Points: 100   

http://www.amazon.com/Beyond-Preservation-History-Revitalize-Landscape/dp/1439902291
https://www.amazon.com/Misplaced-Massacre-Struggling-Memory-Creek/dp/0674503783
https://www.amazon.com/Clios-Foot-Soldiers-Twentieth-Century-Perspective/dp/1625343434/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1535126535&sr=8-1&keywords=Clio%E2%80%99s+Foot+Soldiers%3A+Twentieth-Century
https://www.amazon.com/Clios-Foot-Soldiers-Twentieth-Century-Perspective/dp/1625343434/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1535126535&sr=8-1&keywords=Clio%E2%80%99s+Foot+Soldiers%3A+Twentieth-Century
https://www.amazon.com/Nearby-History-Exploring-American-Association/dp/0759113009
https://www.amazon.com/Playing-Ourselves-Interpreting-Reconstructions-Association/dp/075911062X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1535192026&sr=8-1&keywords=playing+ourselves
https://www.amazon.com/Exhibit-Labels-Interpretive-Beverly-Serrell/dp/144224903X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1535192122&sr=8-1&keywords=Exhibit+Labels%3A+An+Interpretive+Approach
http://www.amazon.com/Wages-History-Emotional-Historical-Perspective/dp/1625340249/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1371132442&sr=1-1&keywords=amy+tyson+wages+of+labor
https://www.google.com/accounts/NewAccount
http://www.blogger.com/
http://www.dropbox.com/
https://docs.google.com/
http://www.facebook.com/


3 
 

     
Course Policies 
 
Attendance:  You must attend class to succeed in this course.  Successful completion of assignments will 
require consideration of material presented during course lectures and discussion that may not necessarily 
be available in weekly reading assignments.  Absence due to illness still means that you are not 
participating in class.  Students with an emergency (e.g. death in the family, illness, automobile accident) 
may have an excused absence, but if such absences amount to more than 20% of class hours for the 
semester, students should consider the possibility of withdrawal from the class.  I take roll to determine 
whether you have been physically present; weekly discussions will reveal whether you have been 
mentally present. 
 
Internet Accessibility:  This class has numerous assignments to be completed on the internet that will 
require a fast connection (working with internet based video and audio-files).  These assignments can be 
completed in any campus computer lab and on any computer in a networked dormitory. 
 
Missed Assignments:  Note carefully the dates for quizzes and assignments as listed on this syllabus.  If 
you miss a quiz, test, or exam or fail to submit an assignment when due without a valid excuse (illness, 
family emergency), you will receive a zero for this test.  It is your responsibility to inform the instructor 
of your absence BEFORE the scheduled test.   
 
Religious Holidays:  If you will be observing any religious holidays this semester which will prevent you 
from attending a regularly scheduled class or interfere with fulfilling any course requirement, your 
instructor will offer you an opportunity to make up the class or course requirement if you make 
arrangements by informing your instructor of the dates of your religious holidays within two weeks of the 
beginning of the semester (or three days before any holidays which fall within the first two weeks of 
class).  
 
Course Withdraw:  Students are responsible for officially withdrawing from classes they do not plan to 
complete.  If you stop attending a class but remain on the class roster, you may receive an ‘F’ in the 
course.  If you receive federal or state financial aid, you may also be required to repay those benefits. 
 
Disability Statement: This course is open to all students who meet the academic requirements for 
participation.  Any student who has a need for accommodation based on the impact of a disability should 
contact the instructor privately to discuss the specific situation as soon as possible.  Contact Disability 
Resources and Services at 215-204-1280 in 100 Ritter Annex to coordinate reasonable accommodations 
for students with documented disabilities. 
 
Statement on Academic Freedom: Freedom to teach and freedom to learn are inseparable facets of 
academic freedom. The University has adopted a policy on Student and Faculty Academic Rights and 
Responsibilities (Policy # 03.70.02) which can be accessed through the following link: 
http://policies.temple.edu/getdoc.asp?policy_no=03.70.02.  
 
Policy on Academic Honesty:  Temple University believes strongly in academic honesty and integrity. 
Plagiarism and academic cheating are, therefore, prohibited. Essential to intellectual growth is the 
development of independent thought and a respect for the thoughts of others. The prohibition against 
plagiarism and cheating is intended to foster this independence and respect. 
 
Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of another person's labor, another person's ideas, another person's 
words, or another person's assistance. Normally, all work done for course—papers, examinations, 
homework exercises, laboratory reports, oral presentations—is expected to be the individual effort of the 

http://policies.temple.edu/getdoc.asp?policy_no=03.70.02
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student presenting the work. Any assistance must be reported to the instructor. If the work has entailed 
consulting other resources—journals, books, or other media—these resources must be cited in a manner 
appropriate to the course. It is the instructor's responsibility to indicate the appropriate manner of citation. 
Everything used from other sources—suggestions for organization of ideas, ideas themselves, or actual 
language—must be cited. Failure to cite borrowed material constitutes plagiarism. Undocumented use of 
materials from the World Wide Web is plagiarism. 
 
Academic cheating is, generally, the thwarting or breaking of the general rules of academic work or the 
specific rules of the individual courses. It includes falsifying data; submitting, without the instructor's 
approval, work in one course which was done for another; helping others to plagiarize or cheat from one's 
own or another's work; or actually doing the work of another person. 
 
Students must assume that all graded assignments, quizzes, and tests are to be completed individually 
unless otherwise noted in writing in this syllabus.  I reserve the right to refer any cases of suspected 
plagiarism or cheating to the University Disciplinary Committee; I also reserve the right to assign a grade 
of "F" for the given paper, quiz or test. 
 
Controversial Subject Matter:  In this class we will be discussing subject matter that some students may 
consider controversial.  Some students may find some of the readings and/or comments in class (or in 
discussion conducted through an online forum) very challenging.  Our purpose in this class is to explore 
this subject matter deeply and consider multiple perspectives and arguments.  Students are expected to 
listen to the instructor and to one another respectfully, but of course are free to disagree, respectfully, with 
views expressed in class, in electronic discussions, or in readings. 
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Fall 2018 

Temple University 
 

History 8152.001 
MANAGING HISTORY: AN INTRODUCTION TO PUBLIC HISTORY 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Aug. 29: Introductions 
 
Sept. 5:  What is Public History? Why do we Need It?  
 

Kelland, Clio’s Foot Soldiers, read intro and one chapter of your choice. 
Frisch, Shared Authority (excerpt) 
Rosenzweig and Thelen, The Presence of the Past (excerpt) 
Burns, “Not in My Backyard” 
Rymsza-Pawlowska, History Comes Alive, Introduction. 
Review “How do We Define Public History?” at http://ncph.org/what-is-public-history/about-the-field/ 
 
** Data Dump 1 (WEB Crawl) 
 

VECTORS OF PRACTICE 
 
Sept. 12: Place 
 

Hayden, “I: Claiming Urban Landscapes as Public History,” in The Power of Place, 1-81 
Review “How to Read a Landscape” at http://www.williamcronon.net/researching/landscapes.htm 
AASLH Tech Leaflet 
 
** Blog 1 (Burk Mansion) 

 
Sept. 19:  People 
 

Kyvig and Marty, Nearby History 
Review http://philadelphiaencyclopedia.org/archive/north-philadelphia-essay/ 
 
Today we will meet at the Special Collections Resource Center on the ground floor of Paley Library.  

 
Sept. 26:  Memory  
 

Kelman, Misplaced Massacre 
 
TBA Newspaper and Census Workshop 
 
** Data Dump 2 (SCRC) 

 
Oct. 3:  Preservation 
 

Hurley, Beyond Preservation 

http://ncph.org/what-is-public-history/about-the-field/
http://www.williamcronon.net/researching/landscapes.htm
http://philadelphiaencyclopedia.org/archive/north-philadelphia-essay/
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Grossi, ““Plan or Be Planned For”: Temple Contemporary’s Funeral for a Home and the Politics of 
Engagement,” The Public Historian, Vol. 37, No. 2 (May 2015), pp. 14-26 

 
Visit with Patrick Grossi, Director of Advocacy, Greater Philadelphia Preservation Alliance 
 
** Blog 2 (Map) 
** Data Dump 3 (Newspaper / Census) 

 
Oct. 10: Oral History  
 

Leon Fink, "When Community Comes Home to Roost: The Southern Milltown as Lost Cause," The 
Journal of Social History 40 (Fall 2006):119-45. 

Sherrie Tucker, “When Subjects Don't Come Out,” Queer Episodes in Music and Modern Identity, ed. 
Sophie Fuller and Lloyd Whitesell, 293-310. (Champaign: University of Illinois Press, 2002): 293-
310. 

Daniel R. Kerr, “Allan Nevins Is Not My Grandfather: The Roots of Radical Oral History Practice in 
the United States,” The Oral History Review 43:2 (September 2016): 367–91. 

 
**Blog 3 (Census) 

 
Oct. 17: Interpretation  
 

Laura Peers, Playing Ourselves 
Ken Yellis, “Fred Wilson, PTSD, and Me: Reflections on the History Wars,” Curator: The Museum 

Journal 52 (October 2009):333-48. 
 
** Blog 4 (Newspaper) 

 
Oct. 24:  History in Houses 

 
Pustz, Voices from the Back Stairs (excerpts) 
Linda Young, “Is There a Museum in the House? Historic Houses as a Species of Museum,” in 

Museum Management and Curatorship 22:1 (2007): 59-77. 
Janice Williams Rutherford and Steven E. Shay, “Peopling the Age of Elegance: Reinterpreting 

Spokane's Campbell House--A Collaboration,” The Public Historian 26:3 (Summer 2004): 27-48. 
 

Oct. 31: Midterm Roundup  
 

** Oral History Preliminaries 
** Statements of Significance 

 
HISTORY V. BUREAUCRACY 
 
Nov. 7: The View from Temple 
 

TBA  
 
Nov. 14:  Labor  
 

Amy Tyson, Wages of History 
Stanton, The Lowell Experiment (excerpt) 
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Nov. 21: Thanksgiving Break 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Nov. 28:  Presenting the Past 
 

Beverly Serrell, Exhibit Labels 
 
** Blog 5 (Interpretive Statement) 

 
Dec. 5:  Final Presentations  
 

Submit final assessment during Final Exam period: Dec. 13-19 
 
 
 



ASSIGNMENTS 
**Failure to complete any of the following assignments will result in failure of the course** 

 
Data Dump 
 
Our shared data dump will serve as a repository for source material that we discover over the course of 
the semester.  These sources will provide base-level documentation for future iterations of the Burk 
Mansion project.  You may add as much material to the dump as you like, though the following three 
contributions are required. 
 

1.  WEB Crawl (5 pts)—due Sept. 5: Search the internet, find at least two legitimate sources relating to 
the Burk Mansion, and post to our class Google Drive.  Please include a short title, one-line 
description, and a URL.  Please no duplicate posts. 
 
2.  SCRC (5 pts)—due Sept. 26:  Identify at least two items from the holdings of the SCRC that relate 
to the history of the Burk Mansion.  These might include photographs, maps, letters, and/or 
manuscripts.  Add your items to our data dump by including for each: a short title, SCRC location info, 
and two-to-three sentences describing the significance of each item. 
 
3.  Newspaper (5 pts)—due Oct. 3:  Identify two items (e.g. photograph, article, editorial, 
advertisement) from historical newspapers relevant to the Burk Mansion.  Add your items to our data 
dump by including for each: a short title, full citation data, and two-to-three sentences describing the 
significance of each item. 

 
Research Blog 
 
Throughout the semester, you are required to document your research with a blog.  Temple provides 
information about free website hosting—including blogs--at https://sites.temple.edu.  Setup your blog as 
soon as possible, being sure to make it publicly accessible.  You may post to your blog as often as you 
like, so long as you complete the five assignments described below. Required posts will be evaluated as 
follows2: 
 
5 pts. Exceptional. The post is focused and coherently integrates examples with explanations or 

analysis. It demonstrates awareness of its own limitations or implications, and it considers 
multiple perspectives when appropriate. The post reflects in-depth engagement with the topic, 
course readings, and discussion. 
 

3 pts. Underdeveloped. The post is mostly description or summary, without consideration of alternative 
perspectives, and few connections are made between ideas. It reflects passing engagement with 
the topic, course readings, and discussion. 
 

1pt. Limited. The post is unfocused, or simply rehashes previous comments, and displays no evidence 
of student engagement with the topic, course readings, and discussion. 
 

0 No Credit. The post is missing or consists of one or two disconnected sentences. 
 
 
 
                                                      
2 Blog matrix based on Sample, Mark. "Pedagogy and the Class Blog." 14 Aug. 2009. SAMPLE REALITY. 
Accessed 13 Aug. 2010. http://www.samplereality.com/2009/08/14/pedagogy-and-the-class-blog/. 

https://sites.temple.edu/
http://www.samplereality.com/2009/08/14/pedagogy-and-the-class-blog/
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1.  Burk Mansion (5 pts)—due Sept. 12 
 
Review “How to Read a Landscape,” and then re-visit Burk Mansion on your own.  Record your 
thoughts and impressions in a 250-500-word blog post that frames your preliminary ideas about the 
building and, more generally, our semester project.  Please include a photograph. 
 
2.  Map (5 pts)—due Oct. 3 
 
Having explored historical maps of the area surrounding Burk Mansion at SCRC, write a 250-500-
word blog post that reflects on what meanings can be inferred from a map or portion of a map that you 
find particularly compelling.  Please include an image of the map in question with full citation data. 
 
3.  Census (5 pts)—due Oct. 10 
 
Having learned to use historical census data, identify a particular census entry that relates to the history 
of Burk Mansion.  Write a 250-500-word blog post that reflects on what meanings can be inferred 
from the entry you have identified.  Please include an image of the entry in question with full citation 
data. 
 
4.  Newspaper (5 pts)—due Oct. 17 
Choose one of the newspaper items you included in Data Dump 3, and write a 250-500-word blog post 
that reflects on what meanings can be inferred from it.  Please include an image of the item with full 
citation data. 
 
5.  Interpretive Statement (5 pts)—due Nov. 28 
 
We have discussed a variety of ways to interpret historical sites.  Write a 250-500-word blog post 
wherein you propose an interpretive treatment for the Burk Mansion (format and contents TBA).  Be 
sure to explain your rationale in terms of the building’s history, its current circumstances, and the 
variety of considerations required by meaningful public history. 

 
Midterm Roundup 
 
During the first half of the semester, we will research the Burk Mansion and explore various ways that 
public history can help us understand it.  During midterm roundup, we will take stock of what we’ve 
learned and decide how to move forward. 
 

1.  Oral History Plan (10 pts)—due Oct. 31 
 
Earlier in the semester, you were tasked with identifying a person whose living memory might provide 
insights into the history of the Burk Mansion.  Having done that, please submit a profile of your 
informant along with draft interview questions and an overview of your interview strategy and any 
concerns you may have about conducting it.  Please limit to 3-5 pages. 
 
2.  Statements of Significance (10 pts)—Due Oct. 31 
 
A key task of our course is to draft a revised statement of significance for the Burk Mansion that will 
go on file with the Preservation Alliance of Greater Philadelphia.  Please submit a draft statement of 
significance that takes into consideration the research we have done and your understanding of themes 
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and issues in public history.  During the second half of the semester, you will be revising these 
statements in partnership with your teams.  Details TBA regarding content and scope. 

 
Final Project 
 
During the second half of the semester, you will work increasingly with team members to imagine a new 
future for the Burk Mansion.  Each team will develop an action plan for the building that might 
conceivably be implemented by students in a future iteration of this course.  Toward planning for that 
possibility, final projects will require a: 
 

1. Team Presentation (10 pts)—due Dec. 5 
 
Each team must present its action plan for Burk Mansion to an audience including class members 
and other interested parties.  Details are TBA, but presentations will include at minimum an:   
 

• Update Statement of Significance; 
• Interpretive Statement; 
• To-do list for next class; and, 
• Summaries of and final materials related to oral histories. 

 
2. Final Assessment (10 pts)—due during finals period 
 
Each student will submit a five-page project assessment that reflects on the strengths and 
weaknesses of their team’s proposal as well as the team’s overall effectiveness.  Details TBA. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


