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Critical literacy: 
awareness + 
engagement = 
constructing knowledge

Beyond Reading Comprehension:  
Critical Literacies in a General Humanities Classroom

Clyde Moneyhun: 
reading pedagogy = 
writing pedgaogy
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	 Since its inception in the 1980s, the Intellectual Heritage Program 

defined itself  as a classic Great Books program grounded in the Western 

tradition. Following its curriculum change in 2008, the IH Program has 

rededicated its mission to one central critical skill: reading. This curricular 

revamp necessitated an abandonment of  chronology and disciplinary 

information to the service of  textual analysis. Reading lists were shortened 

and curated. Its long-standing writing-intensive designation was removed. 

Writing as a curricular piece in the courses flipped conventional approaches, 

and a previous emphasis on compositional proficiency and product evolved 

into practices where writing served to develop more confident, independent, 

and self-directed readers. As a consequence, reading became the mantle that 

now sets IH apart from and above the other foundational courses. 

	 The skill of  reading in the IH courses is understood as a set of  multiple 

practices that go beyond basic reading comprehension. In order to engage 

students in deep learning, they are invited to become conspirators in the 

process of  textual intervention and interrogation. Here we hope to showcase 

innovative assignments and practices that promote critical literacies.

Still from Verhoeven’s Starship Troopers (1997)

Portrait of  Paulo Freire. Source: oglobo.globor.com

Discovering historical contexts through student-led tasks

Ethnography as a form of  readerly consciousness

Information literacy as contextualized,              
integrated and student-generated

Reading as text-making and re-making
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