“Eyes on the Street”: Temple U. Walkabout

Start date: During class time on Monday, February 2 (earlier or later if you prefer)
Due date: in class, Wednesday, February 4
Length: 1 page (~350 words), double-spaced, typed, MLA documentation style 
Grade: Maximum of 20 points or two quiz grades*
This assignment can be done solo, in pairs, or in groups—as you see fit and as conditions permit.  The task is to test out some of Jacobs’s ideas about city life and deploy various elements of her methodology by doing what Jacobs does throughout her book: becoming the literal and figurative “eyes on the street.”   

In terms of where you go to do this assignment, below are some options that use the Temple campus and surrounding streets/neighborhoods as possible locales for observation.  If the weather isn’t cooperative, you can also do your observations from within one of the buildings on campus, e.g. the Student Activities Center, Tutttleman Learning Center, Paley Library—anywhere you can observe the relationship between building structure and the people circulating through and within it.  
What to do:
· Bring your notebook with you and a pen or pencil to take notes with.

· Note the time of day your observations begin and end and what route your walk took or where you were stationed, e.g. “I started at 13th and Montgomery and walked west toward Broad, crossed Broad, and traveled two blocks east on Cecil B. Moore until I came to the corner of 16th and Cecil B. Moore.”  OR “I watched the area in front of the Bell Tower from the lobby of Paley Library.”
· Write your observations down in as precise and clear language as possible, using Jacobs’s vocabulary wherever possible and taking note of details similar to those Jacobs records.  
· When you want to note significant events, record the specific time for them inside of your otherwise timed observations, so you can report not just the sequence but the specific timing of a particular happening.
Prepare the above as a ONE PAGE (no longer) summary of your experience that then goes on to explain its impact on your understanding of Jacobs’s text. Bring your typed summary with you to class on Wednesday, February 4 and be prepared to discuss your observations with the class!  

*Grades on a scale of 0-20; truly exceptional responses may receive extra credit.

