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How To Preview a Reading Selection


PREVIEWING (sometimes called “surveying”) means to look at a reading selection quickly before you begin to read it carefully. (The word PREVIEWING is made up of three parts: PRE- is a prefix, which means “to do something before”; -VIEW- is a verb, which means “to look at, to see, or to examine something carefully”; and –ING is a suffix which makes a verb work like a noun in a sentence.) We PREVIEW a reading selection for two reasons. First, we want to think about the topic of the reading selection before we read it carefully so we can know what the writer is going to say about the topic. Second, if we PREVIEW a reading selection before we read it carefully, we will understand and remember more of what we read.

There are several steps (things to do) to follow in PREVIEWING a reading selection:

1. LOOK AT THE TITLE. The title of a reading selection often tells you what the reading selection is about. It sometimes also gives you the main idea of the whole reading selection.

2. LOOK AT THE SUBTITLES. In longer reading selections, like in college textbooks, the author often gives subtitles to different parts of the chapter. The subtitles often tell you what each different part of the chapter is about. Subtitles are often underlined or in CAPITAL LETTERS. 

3. LOOK AT THE PICTURES, CHARTS, OR DRAWINGS. These kinds of illustrations often can help you to know – before you read carefully – what the reading selection is going to be about.

4. READ THE FIRST PARAGRAPH CAREFULLY. The first paragraph of a reading selection (often called the “introduction”) usually tells you what the whole reading selection is going to be about. It often gives you the main idea of the entire reading selection. (The last paragraph of a reading selection often summarizes, gives a brief explanation, of the entire reading selection, too.)

5. READ THE FIRST SENTENCE OF EACH PARAGRAPH. The first sentence of each paragraph often gives you important information about the whole paragraph. Sometimes the main idea of the whole paragraph is in the first sentence. (Sometimes the last sentence in a paragraph gives you the main idea of the whole paragraph.)

6. READ THE QUESTIONS THAT COME AT THE END OF THE READING SELECTION OR TEXTBOOK CHAPTER. Especially in college textbooks, authors often give you questions at the end of the chapters. These questions show you the information the author thinks is important information in the chapter. If you read these questions before you read the chapter, you will know the information that the author thinks you should learn from the chapter. Then, you can look for the answers to those questions while you are reading.  

But the most important step in PREVIEWING is to THINK ABOUT WHAT YOU ALREADY KNOW ABOUT THE SUBJECT BEFORE YOU BEGIN READING!

Many students say to themselves, “This reading selection is too difficult. I don’t even know the vocabulary!”  But that is wrong. You already know a lot about many different subjects that you learned from just being in this culture. The things you learned are still in your memory. 

For example, if you are going to read a selection entitled, “Life on Earth,” you already know a thousand things in your first language! In your first language, you already know that: the Earth is round; it is a planet; it is the planet you live on; other people, animals, plants live on the Earth too; the Earth has oceans, seas, rivers, and lakes; some animals and some plants live in these bodies of water; the Earth has land; people, animals, and plants live on the land; the land is divided into continents, and the continents are divided into many different countries; people live in the countries; the Earth has air; people, animals, and plants need to breathe air to live; and you know much, much more about the Earth. The words you read in English may be new to you, but the ideas, the thoughts, and the information you already know! 

When you PREVIEW a reading selection, think about what you already know about the topic or subject of the reading selection. Then, when you start to read the selection carefully, you will see that the writer will tell you some things that you already know. And, the writer will tell you some things that are new information for you to add to the information you already know. This is READING in every language – adding new ideas – to the ideas you already know.






     what I already learned

READING  =  WHAT I ALREADY KNOW  +     
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          new information

ASSIGNMENT: Choose a selection from the text (a chapter, dialogue, Tablet). Do NOT read carefully. Write what you think occurs below:
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